UBU-UH 2007-10

The booklet provides an account of the four years of the UBU-UH Project, an
international English language program conducted at Ubon Ratchathani University
(UBU) involving teachers from the University of Hawaii at Manoa (UH).
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This booklet is presented as part of the celebration of the 20 anniversary
of Ubon Ratchathani University

Brief history of the project
From 2007 to 2010, the project has involved 57 UH master degree students from
11 countries (China, Colombia, France, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Korea,
Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, and the United States) and a total of 375 UBU
undergraduate and postgraduate students and academic and administrative staff.
The UH students are involved in a master degree program in Teaching English as
a Foreign Language (TEFL) and complete 45 hours of face-to-face teaching at
UBU as part of this program.

The project aims to develop the skills of the
personnel involved, to promote intercultural
cooperation between Thailand and the many
countries represented by the UH students,
and to foster collaborative relationships
between the universities. The development of
skills includes the improvement of Thai
students’ English and the refinement of UH
students’ Teaching English as a Foreign
Language (TEFL) expertise. Intercultural cooperation is encouraged by in-class
and out-of-class interaction between UBU and UH students. Collaborative relations
between UBU and UH have involved the exchange of ideas, visits, cooperation in
developmental projects in other institutions such as the National University of Laos
in Vientiane, and joint academic presentations and/or publications.
UBU and UH looks forward to the growth of this project for the academic, social,
and cultural benefit of the involved personnel and the institutions that they
represent.
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2007
The project started in 2007 under the directorship of Dr Patareeya Wisaijorn,
Wisaijorn UBU
Vice President for International Relations, and Professor Dr Richard Day,
Day then
UH Head of the Department of Second Language Studies. It involved 11 UH
master degree students and 26 first year UBU students in the Bachelor of Business
Administration (BBA) (International Program). Over a period of 8 weeks, the UH
students presented the course Intensive English to the Thai students.
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2008
UBU-UH 2008 involved the presentation
entation of the same course by 12 UH students to
35 first year BBA students and 3 UH students teaching a specially-designed
specially
course
focussed on English writing for approximately 45 second, third, and fourth year
BBA students.
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2009
The 2009 Project included 6 students from Hawaii Pacific University (HPU)
(HPU in
addition to 14 UH students. It was also designed to involve teaching English to
other personnel and faculties in UBU in addition to BBA students in Management
Science, including academic staff in Agriculture, administrative staff in Liberal Arts,
graduate students and academic staff in Pharmaceutical Sciences, and graduate
students in Science. The 2009 Project involved 153 UBU staff and students.
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2010
UBU-UH
UH 2010 involved 14 UH students working with UBU undergraduates and
graduates in English in Agriculture, Applied Arts and Design, Engineering, Liberal
Arts, Management Science, Pharmaceutical Sciences, Political Science, and
Science. The 2010 Project involved 116 UBU students.
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Assistant Professor Patareeya Wisaijorn (UBU Director 2007-10)
The UBU-UH
UH Project fulfils an important role in internationalisation at
UBU in that it involves our students and staff in developing their skills in
English language use with the UH students who are from a range of
countries. In this way, the UBU students and staff are exposed to a high
standard of teaching and learning the language. The project also creates the
atmosphere of an international community on campus in which participants
join hands and share their cultures and friendships.
I appreciate the chance to have been involved with the project from the beginning and
am happy to have seen it develop across a variety of faculties.
I look forward to the project continuing to grow to the mutual benefit of UBU and UH.
Professor Richard Day (UH Director 2007-10)
The UBU-UH teaching practicum is an exciting and rewarding
project, and it’s been a pleasure to have been involved with it since
the beginning. The project involves the teaching practicum course
from the Second Language Studies Department at UH, SLS 690.
Graduate students register for the course which is taught at UBU
while the students teach intensive English courses.
The Hawaii graduate students gain invaluable experience
teaching their Thai students, both undergraduate and graduate. They
also have the exciting and enriching experience of living in a different culture.
cultur One of the
benefits of being at UBU is its location in a rural part of Thailand. This helps the Hawaii
students to gain insights into Thai culture that are different from what can be found in the
urban areas such as Bangkok and Chiang Mai.
Leon Potter (Teacher 2007, Assistant Academic Supervisor 2008, 2009)
I was involved in three summers of the practicum and the UBU-UH
UBU
practicum has had a significant influence upon my life as a student in
addition to as a teacher. The UBU students were very easy to get along
with and a pleasure to teach. Of course, this doesn’t mean that there wasn’t
a lot of work involved, but the significant results at the end of the term prove
that in a short time we can have a great influence on students. Every year
there were unique challenges based on differences in cultural expectations
and the heavy interaction between the UH teachers. However, looking back on it, it all
seems rather insignificant. Because of this, I strongly encourage students at UH to come for
the practicum and gain this valuable experience as teachers.
Bob Tremayne (Coordinator 2007-10)
It has been a pleasure to be involved with the UBU-UH
UH Project. I
consider it to be a truly international project – teachers, many of whom
English is not their
eir first language, from many countries gathering at UBU
to teach English to Thais.
The results of academic pre- and post-testing
testing have indicated great
success in the development of UBU students’ and staff’s English as a
result of the project and there has been the establishment of a number of links between the
2 universities, such as joint presentations. A number of UH people have stayed on at UBU to
teach, some have come back for a second year, one even for a third year! Every year is
different – different students, different teachers, different problems…
I look forward to its continued development.
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Teaching participants (2007-2010)
2007
Dan Brown
Nicolas Chudeau
Richard Day
Amelia De Los Rios
Varsha Graves
Ben Gilbert
Emiko Kamimoto
Yoko Kusumoto
Merica McNeil
Samantha Ng
Leon Potter
Hatsumi Toku
2009
Helen Agnesia
Justin Brice
Tsui-Ping Cheng (Ping)
Richard Day
Misuzu Emura (Zuzu)
Wing Hung
Ju A Hwang
Naho Ishiki
Minako Kadoi (Mina)
Jun Kametani
Daehoi Lee
Hyunjung Lee (Haley)
Miryeong Lee (Esther)
Kei Nakane
Chie Ogawa
Jeremiah Pagels
Moonyoung Park
Leon Potter
Leslie Reynolds
Sakol Suethanapornkul
Susannah Welch

2008
Hye-Yoon Cho
KyungHee Choi
Richard Day
Ben Gilbert
Ann Johnstun
Man-chiu Lin
Wenpei Long
Laura Mizuha
Daisuke Mizutani
Leon Potter
Young Sil Oh
Rebekah Spraitzar
2010
Yoko Abe
Jean Young Chun
Richard Day
Naho Ishiki
Daehoi Lee
Kuniki Miyachi
Kaori Nishihata
Kazuya Noda (Kazu)
Minji Park
Yuka Sano
Marina Tada
Huei-Wen Tsai (Charlotte)
Cheryl Tsuyuki
Ryoko Ueno
Eugenia Wang
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