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Abstract

Para-rubber industry is considered as an important industry of Thailand based
on exportation and employment. This research was undertaken (1) to explore socio-
economic characteristics and production of para-rubber farmers in Thailand (2) to find
competitiveness, problems and obstacles of Thai para-rubber industry, and (3) to provide
development suggestions for Thai para-rubber industry towards ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC). The data collection, primary data were derived using structured
interviews from 3,443 Thai para-rubber farmers. Sampling used the quota sampling
technique. In addition, group discussions were used for brainstorming of the key
informants, using the purposive selection. Secondary data used were annual time-series
data from 2004 to 2013. Descriptive statistics, Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA)
index, and manifest content analysis were used for data analysis. The findings
demonstrated the majority of Thai para-rubber farmers were smallholders with an average
age around 47 years. The highest harvesting rubber latex and unsmoked sheet rubber
were in the southern region. Furthermore, the highest cup lumb rubber was in the
northeastern region. Thailand revealed comparative advantage of para-rubber export to
the world market and the ASEAN market from 2004 to 2013. The key problems and
obstacles of Thai para-rubber industry, e.g. para-rubber farmer groups were not
strengthened, and cost of para-rubber production was rather high. Therefore, Thailand
needs to emphasize in development of domestic para-rubber industry to increase

competitiveness among ASEAN countries.

Keywords: Para-rubber Farmer; Revealed Comparative Advantage ( RCA); ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC); Thai Para-rubber Industry
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. N maazineanidisavite maled mawita maazivean manas Maaziwan Mneszing
ANNATHIAIANUALNITHAR

h (n=1,312) (n=1,266) (n=577) (n=218) (n=39) (n=31) (n=3,443)

oy (@) 51.26 45.18 53.11 46.48 40.76 4365 46.74
dszaumsainiahmainsas @) 2591 2247 20.32 19.45 14.31 16.51 19.83
wwlddensaion wnd) 260,547.78 298,854.45 231,743.75 305,146.04 240,635.29 180,671.00 252,933.05
wwldnmansaineas ) 239,886.53 266,829.74 203412.16 275,314.33 147,314.00 159,248.23 215334.17
wldnmshamnmm wind) 210,874.25 248,211.77 153,421.55 250,371.67 108,564.49 126,111.31 182,925.84
nwldnnuenmaniainsas (W) 20,661.25 32,024.71 28,331.59 29,831.71 93,321.29 2142277 37,598.89
edwdeniiten ) 158,629.21 175,706.62 194,106.92 246,344.97 184,146.02 180,540.57 189,912.39
nedlumansingas ) 66,316.87 55,314.11 58,674.93 85,921.56 50,724.31 37,119.01 59,011.80
Nehwnnmhmunmn W) 50,771.32 49,427.12 32,111.39 49,225.57 33,101.71 20,117.42 39,125.76
Tehennuenmamsnyas (W) 92,302.34 120,392.51 135,431.99 160,423.41 133,421.71 143,421.56 130,898.92
Guaausdieniaiow (i) 41,350.20 63,422.55 30,221.11 41,998.34 19,342.50 19,342.50 35,946.20
Auitfansesdoniaton (1) 3452 3011 20.35 37.63 2034 2028 3171
Auitrianmnyas (1) 31.07 29.24 25.68 3455 27.31 25.00 28.81
Audgnimann (1) 1224 17.80 8.45 24.24 8.25 1225 13.54
uitugnualad (14) 482 3.83 7.33 7.66 911 10.78 7.26
Auitgmiduioaii (13) NA 6.50 NA NA NA NA 6.50
uitundn () 14.01 1.1 9.90 2565 9.95 197 6.93
andnluniaiow () 543 481 475 422 501 434 476
wssmaTien (au) 3.98 261 287 362 459 386 359
ussnuFlzdn (aw) 1.98 1.62 114 2.10 1.03 2.16 1.68
wrssmretiamm (aw) 1.45 1.78 112 1.21 1.82 161 1.50
WHNUWNTA (An) 111 1.29 2.04 2.19 0.85 197 1.58
vz Wil 300.98 301.71 324.00 320.00 301.00 260.00 301.28
fndroussrudiannm i) 270.16 300.33 354.00 282.00 302.25 298.00 301.12
s (L) 274.32 310.21 300.21 324.25 298.25 277.36 297.43
shnsaa @lansud) NA 5,953,729.56 NA 1,530,825.58 NA NA 3,742,277.57
aurudy (Alaniivi) 297,618.21 1,650,477.60 126,250.46 374,967.40 NA NA 612,328.42
vartoudae (Alandid) 2,636,094.97 875,833.00 866,245.62 224,483.54 76,978.38 124,153.18 800,631.45

Ax: nMsFUAEL
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aa9My

dszine 2547 2548 2549 2550 2551 2552 2553 2554 2555 2556 mﬁ'u Wl
(Fouazil)
Ing 36.90 34.94 32.94 31.02 30.67 29.32 24.65 22.76 18.92 27.84 29.00 -5.54
fulaidn 31.69 31.41 33.96 36.05 35.49 28.89 28.32 22.86 20.56 29.26 29.85 -3.92
Foauw 18.88 22.93 22.62 22.82 20.01 20.15 17.64 12.19 10.83 10.13 17.82 -8.53
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sz 2547 2548 2549 2550 2551 2552 2553 2554 2555 2556 LQSH o
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Iny 4.69 4.65 4.73 4.14 4.1 4.05 3.74 3.50 3.02 3.30 3.99 -4.74
fulaidn 1.30 1.65 217 213 2.08 1.50 1.42 1.29 0.73 0.35 1.46 -12.27
Buawy 1.57 0.59 0.36 0.48 1.12 1.01 0.73 1.43 3.76 5.47 1.65 21.55
Ay 0.17 0.09 0.08 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.06 0.02 0.02 0.06 -18.61
am 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.002 0.001 0.001 0.000 0.27 1.05 0.01 0.14 17.85
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