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Development of Model for Wisdom Conservation:
Case Study of Raising up the Top of Thai-Mon Crematorium

Wat Snam Nue, Nonthaburi Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to (1) study the wisdom of raising up the top
of Thai-Mon crematorium and (2) develop the model to demonstrate the process of raising
up the top of Thai-Mon crematorium for wisdom conservation. The study focused on a
group of technicians, who were the experts, experienced persons, who have involved in
crematorium construction, and who have participated in raising the top of crematorium
rite. The research instrument consisted of semi-structured interview, questionnaire and
model. The data were analyzed through descriptive numerical analysis in order to calculate
percentage, average (X) and standard deviation (SD.).

The findings revealed that the wisdom for building crematoriums of Wat Snam
Nue technicians was different from the other group of Mon people’s as the structure has
a similar shape as a ceremonial urn of Thai aristocracy or clergy. Furthermore, they were
the only one group that came up with the idea of building the crematorium with separable
and reusable components. After finishing the pinnacle part, it would be lifted up to the top
of main pillar. The study found that this group of technicians carried on the old, original
tradition of raising up the top of crematorium. Recently, however, since it had no
successor, this Wat Snam Nue technicians’ wisdom has faded away while the other
technicians changed to other new techniques. Accordingly, the missing or changing of the
way of traditional wisdom. It can reflect adaptation in the midst social, cultural and

technological change in each period.
Keywords: model; wisdom; conservation; raising up the top of crematorium; Thai-Mon
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