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Abstract

This research aimed to study employment conditions of immigrant workers of
manufacturing and service businesses in Udon Thani and Nong Khai provinces; study
incentive factors of the immigrant workers; and study processes of employment of the
immigrant workers. The target groups consisted of 104 immigrant works from 3 countries:
Laos, Myanmar and Cambodia who had been working in these 3 countries, 9 employers
in Udon Thani and Nong Khai employed immigrant workers, and 11 experts involved in
immigrant workers in these 3 countries, who were purposively and voluntarily selected for
the study. Research instruments included a semi-structured interview form and an opinion
evaluation questionnaire. The collected data were analyzed using a percentage for
quantitative data and an analytical description for qualitative data.

The major findings from interview and agreement of the experts were as
follows:

Most of the immigrant workers came from Cambodia were males more than
females, aged between 21-30 years, had one year of working experience, worked as daily
construction workers, did not have a chance to select their types of work, had been allowed
to work using the pink card, worked in the construction industry, and came to work in the
these provinces by themselves without an agency the most followed by individual
entrance.

Incentive factors for entering to work in the manufacturing and service
businesses were (1) wages or work pay, which were higher than their own countries; had
some money bonus, stable income, good welfare, good relationship between employers
and employees, good housing conditions, high security of life and work; had better
situations in terms of domestic politics, security and culture of Thailand more than their
own countries as well as they were persuaded or introduced to find jobs in these provinces
by relatives or friends who had been working earlier. (2) The domestic conditions of their
countries which still had political problems, poverty, low wages, surplus supplied workers,
high competitive job finding and hazardous working conditions. And (3) Thai employees
which showed needs for a large numbers of lower levels of works or unskilled labors.

The processes of receiving these imigrant workers were (1) they came by
themselves with their own expenses, and (2) they came by agencies which had 3 types:

(2.1) an agency selected imigrants for the employers who were responsible for the whole
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costs, and expenses; (2.2) the imigrants directly paid commission to an agency who was
responsible for finding jobs; and (2.3) the imigrants workers directly paid commission to
an agency without job requirement ,some workers got jobs by their friends who had been

working in areas.

Key words: Immigrant workers; Employment conditions; Incentive factors; Processes of

employment
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