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Abstract

This article gathered survey data and research related the application of agrochemicals in crop
fields along the lower Mekong basin during the last two decades in Cambodia, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Thailand, and Viet Nam. The investigation addressed: 1) Pesticide applications in the lower
Mekong basin; 2) fertilizer application; 3) environmental impacts of the application of agrochemicals; 4)
health impacts of these applications; and 5) management to reduce these impacts. The data showed that
most farmers used large amounts of agrochemicals, particularly in rice farming. The agrochemicals most
widely used were pesticides, such as insecticides, fungicides, and herbicides, including chemical
fertilizers. The overuse of these chemical applications impacted on the environment in the form of
chemical residues in soil and water and on health, causing acute and chronic toxicity. It was found that
some farmers used banned agrochemicals, but it was noted that the situation was improving, leading to

better farming practices.
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