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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to investigate the knowledge, attitudes, and sickness-prevention behavior
of 192 stone-crushing mill workers and the relationship between these three factors. Data were collected
by the completion of questionnaires and analyzed by the use of percentages. Answers to questions about
the prevention of access of stone dust to the lungs by the wearing of dust filter masks and the spraying of

water on the stone showed that the workers had good levels of knowledge and attitudes regarding the
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prevention of sickness from stone dust (96.3% and 98.8% respectively). Only 18.3% were aware of the
need to shower and change clothes after working with the stone dust to protect against respiratory
disease. Almost all (98.80%) of the workers recognized the requirement to have an annual pulmonary
function test and x-ray and to spray water to reduce dust on the transport routes. Other results showed
that 56.10% workers took preventative measures regarding stone dust, 42.70% knew it was inappropriate
to smoke while working with stone dust, and 58.50% sometimes used compressed air to blow dust from
their clothes after work. Over three-quarters (76.60%) of the workers believed that sickness prevention
behaviors, including annual health checks, pulmonary function tests, and x-rays were appropriate, Half
(50%) realized the need to clean the operating area to minimize the accumulation of dust, and 47.60%
knew to avoid work areas with stone dust when suffering from a fever. The study recommended that
there should be education of employees about proper hygiene to reduce the amount of dust entering the

body, showering and changing clothes after work, smoking while working, and blowing dust off clothes.

Keywords: Sickness-prevention behavior regarding stone dust; Stone-crushing mills; Stone-crushing mill
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