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Abstract

This research aimed to study the social network model of cultural tourism
in Akha ethnic group homestays in Songkhwaepattana village, Maeyao municipality,
Chiang rai. It employed qualitative methodology invovling in-depth interviews, focus
group interviews, participant observation, and documentary
research to collect data from 13 key informants which were members of
government agencies, the community, and stakeholders. Findings showed the local
community’s social network linked with cultural tourism and homestays and
incorporated the traditional way of life of the Akha community. This social network
was supported by Maeyao Municipality’s cultural tourism project that started
promotion of local ethnic communities and homestays in the district in 2013.
Changes to Christianity by local people resulted in the cultural tourism project no
longer being based on spiritual culture. This caused some confusion within the
community and among tourists who received a different identity from the strong Akha
identity of the past. This presented many challenges for foreign tourists, the Akha

people, their leaders, and their relationships with the municipality.
Keywords: Social network; Cultural tourism; Homestay; Akha ethnic group
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