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Abstract

This case study of Ban Songkhon in Mukdahan aimed to investigate the
pattern of Catholic Christian community identities in Isan, the pattern of
conflictdisentanglement between the Thai government and Catholic Christianstrategies
to escape the marginalization of the Catholic Christian community in Isan, and to
identify the strategies of Ban Songkhon Catholicsin regard to this marginalization. Data
were collected by a combination of multi-disciplinary methods, including observations,
interviews, and analytical and synthesized data. By the application of sociological
and anthro-political concepts and frameworks, it was found that for the first period,
various factors and processes were used to marginalize the Catholic Christian
community identities of Ban Songkhon, such as exclusion based on accusations of
being a kind of ghost and avoiding military training, labor,and/or slavery, and having
a criminal record. The unwanted individuals connected with each other by
participation in Catholic Christian religious practices, and the Catholic Church
became the center of the community. The second period of being a marginalized
community was during the time of Prime Minister Phibunsongkhram, characterized
by Thainationalistic and assimilation policies. Local police unsuccessfully attempted
to convert the Catholic community, and many missionaries and children were killed
due to opposition to these national policies. The community attempted to unravel its
history and social scape of marginalization by the use of two strategies. The first was

a construction of an identity through story-tellingand redefining some vocabulary
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involving rituals and ceremonies, to avoid any misunderstandings or misconceptions,
to recruit people and emphasize the importance of religion.The second was the
application of rituals and beliefs of neighboring cultures, such as Lao and the
Lanxang kingdom, adaptation to the Thai context, and the acceptance of other

beliefs and traditions within the community.
Keywords: Unraveling; Wounded History; Marginalization; Isan Catholic Community
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