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ABSTRACT
TITLE : STUDENTS’ USE OF READING STRATEGIES: A SURVEY STUDY OF GRADE 9 EFL
STUDENTS AT NONKHOR SCHOOL
AUTHOR : KOKIAT SUEBPENG
DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS
MAJOR : TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. SUPATH KOOKIATTIKOON, Ph.D.
KEYWORDS : READINGSTRATEGIES, BOTTOM UP, TOP DOWN, INTERACTIVE

This study aimed to investigate the English reading strategies used by grade 9 students at
Nonkhor School while reading materials in English. The participants in this study were 30 grade
9 students at Nonkhor School, who were studying in a second semester of the academic year
2017. The questionnaires in this study were adapted from the Survey of Reading Strategies
(SORS) developed by Mokhtari and Sheorey, (2002) with a 5-point Likert scale. Descriptive
statistics used to analyze the data were frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
Based on statistical data, the overall results revealed that all of the 16 items included in the
survey were all used by the students with different frequencies. In addition, the findings also
showed that on average, using reference materials (e.g. a dictionary), decoding of the meaning
and translating the texts into Thai were most frequently used, whereas transferring information
from a the text to some kind of grid or matrix was least frequently used. The findings from this
study can help teachers develop teaching methods and materials in such a way that they

enhance and improve these reading strategies.
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ABSTRACT

TITLE : PODCASTS AND ORAL SKILLS: A CASE STUDY OF THIRD YEAR STUDENTS AT
THE FACULTY OF EDUCATION, MAHAMAKUT BUDDHIST UNIVERSITY ISAN
CAMPUS, KHON KAEN PROVINCE

AUTHOR : THAWORN WORABUTTARA

DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS

MAJOR : TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
ADVISOR : SAOWANEE T. ALEXANDER, Ph.D.

KEYWORDS : PODCASTS, ORAL SKILLS

The purpose of this study was to explore the relationships between podcasts and oral
skills among Thai university students majoring in English. The participants consisted of five third
year students studying at Mahamakut Buddhist University Isan campus, Khon Kaen province.
These students volunteered to listen to podcasts (in the form of TED Talks) over a course of
the second semester of the academic year 2016 and logged the amount of time they listened
to the talks during that time. To assess their oral proficiency, the researcher conducted and
recorded interviews of the students before and after listening to the podcasts. Three university
level English language instructors assessed these interviews. Also, the researcher made
observations of the participants’ language use in class throughout the semester. Findings
showed that all but one participant received higher oral proficiency ratings in their second
interviews. The students used words and phrases from the podcasts in their language,
particularly in the second interview. The relationship was such that the students imported
materials from the podcasts into the conversations on topics that interested them. The
participants appeared more fluent in the second interviews despite some pronunciation errors.
This was evidence that podcast elements (in the form of references and quotes) existed in the
discourse of learners, which in turn added more substance to students who may otherwise

struggle to communicate given their limited grammatical knowledge.
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ABSTRACT
TITLE : EVALUATION OF ENGLISH TEXTBOOK “SMILE 6” IN TERMS OF CONTENT AND
DESIGN
AUTHOR : TASSICA ANGKAEW
DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS
MAJOR : TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
ADVISOR : WACHIRAPORN KIJPOONPHOL, Ph.D.
KEYWORDS : TEXTBOOK EVALUATION, EVALUATION CHECKLIST

This study aimed to evaluate an English student book titled Smile 6, written by Cromwell
P. and Griffith S., by Aksorn Charoentat publisher. The study was conducted to figure out
whether the textbook was suitable for Grade 6 students. A checklist of textbook evaluation
was formed based on the four standards and indicators in the foreign languages core curriculum
issued by the Office of Basic Education Commission (OBEC) of Thailand, Daoud and Celce-
Murcia (1979) and Cunningsworth (1995) to evaluate the appropriateness of the textbook used
with Grade 6 students. The textbook evaluation checklist consisted of two main aspects: 1)
content (topic, structure, vocabulary, skills and exercises) and 2) design. The result revealed
that Smile 6 was suitable in term of subject matter, grammatical structure, and exercises. For
the design, Smile 6 was suitable in the attractiveness of the font size, book size, cover, page
appearances, binding, and the clear illustration. The research may be beneficial for English
language teachers and educators in general because it serves as a useful guideline to choose

the most appropriate teaching material for a language course.
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ABSTRACT

TITLE : AN EFFECT OF A DIRECT METHOD ON GRADE 5 STUDENTS” ACQUISTION OF
VERB INFLECTIONAL MORPHEMES (- S, - ES, - ED, - ING): A CASE STUDY AT
ASSUMTION COLLEGE UBON RATCHATHANI

AUTHOR : TOSSAPOL PONGPUEN

DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS

MAJOR : TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGAUGE

CHAIR : ASST. PROF. LUGSAMEE NUAMTHANOM KIMURA, Ph.D.
KEYWORDS : THE DIRECT METHOD, VERB INFLECTIONAL MORPHEMES

The purpose of this study is to investigate how a direct method could help develop g¢rade
5 students as Foreign Language (EFL) learners’ language proficiency in the area of verb
inflectional morphemes (-s, - es, - ed, - ing ) at Assumption college Ubon Ratchathani (ACU)

The participants of this study were g¢rade 5 students from Assumption College Ubon
ratchathani. The participants were divided into two groups of 3 based on their English
proficiency; Low language proficiency group and high language proficiency.

Data for this research were collected from two main sources: the occurrence of the
participants’ usage of verb inflectional morphemes (-s, -es, -ed, and - ing) in the video transcript
when they tried to make use of them and the scores of pre — test and post - test. Additionally,
the students were required to do an informal interview regarding the use of a direct method
in teaching the three functional morphemes of four forms. The interview was mainly concerned
with students’ opinion towards the direct method.

The results showed that the direct method could help students develop their ability in
using the verb inflectional morphemes. It also improved their proficiency in some of other
important language skills, such as listening and speaking. The resulted also indicated that the
direct method worked well with not only the high language proficiency students, but also with

the students who had low English proficiency.
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ABSTRACT

TITLE : THE EFFECTS OF TASK-BASED LANGUAGE TEACHING APPROACH AND
TRADITIONAL APPROACH ON THAI EFL LEARNERS’VOCABULARY LEARNING
ACHIEVEMENT

AUTHOR : NEERABOL ANUKUL

DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS

MAJOR : TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. SUPATH KOOKIATTIKOON, Ph.D.

KEYWORDS : VOCABULARY ACQUISITION, TASK-BASED LANGUAGE TEACHING APPROACH,
TRADITIONAL APPROACH

This present study aims to explore the effects of task-based language teaching (TBLT) and
traditional approaches on vocabulary learning achievement at Berdpittayasan School, Surin. An
experimental study was used to investigate the effectiveness of task-based language teaching
and traditional method on vocabulary learning achievement in order to find a better way for
second language vocabulary learning and teaching.

This research made use of a one-group study design and subjects were 30 grade 9 students
from Berdpittayasan School, Surin. The group at two different times was treated with both the
task-based language teaching and traditional approaches. Sixty target words were used in the
treatment; thirty words for the TBLT approach and thirty words for the traditional approach.
The learners firstly administered a preliminary test. After that, the TBLT treatment was
administered followed by the traditional treatment. After finishing each unit, posttest was
administered by the participants. The posttest included two kinds of tests; translation, and gap-
filling. After finishing all both treatments, the questionnaire was provided for investigating the
participants’ overall preference of the two approaches. A questionnaire and vocabulary tests
were employed as data collection instruments.

The findings indicated that TBLT had a significant effect (p=.000< .05) on promoting
vocabulary knowledge. It could be implied that the participants could make use of TBLT

approaches in enhancing their vocabulary knowledge. The findings from the questionnaire
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revealed that the participants’ preference on the TBLT approach was more than the traditional
approach. The reasons behind their preference were that TBLT provided more interesting tasks

which led to the motivation in learning English.
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ABSTRACT
TITLE : USING TASK BASED - LEARNING TO DEVELOP GRADE 10 STUDENTS’ ENGLISH
SPEAKING SKILL
AUTHOR : PRATPREEDA KHIENWONG
DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS
MAJOR : TEACHING ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE
ADVISOR : WACHIRAPORN KIJPOONPHOL, Ph.D.
KEYWORDS : TASK-BASED LEARNING, TASKS, SPEAKING TEST

The purposes of this study were : 1) to study how task - based learning have an effect on
students’ English speaking skill, and 2) to investigate students’ opinions toward task -based
learning. The participants were 12 grade 10 students at Khongchiam Wittayakom School. The
research instruments were pre-post speaking tests, an questionnaire, TBL activities checklists.
The pre - speaking test and post - speaking tests were the same. Before the lesson started,
each participant had to do pre speaking -test which was face to face interview. After that
students were participated in three TBL lessons. The topics of the three speaking lesson plans
were 1) Our Ideal Timetable. 2) Our Own Dishes. 3) Our Ideal Hometown. At the end of each
lesson, students were asked to evaluate TBL activities checklists in order to find their most
favorite task. After students learned with task-based learning, they were asked to answer the
post-speaking test. After they completed the post speaking - test, the students were asked to
evaluate TBL activities. A t-test was used to compare the mean score between Pre-speaking
test and post speaking test. The results of the research showed that students’ English speaking
skill improved after learning with task-based leaning approach and students have positive

opinion toward learning English through TBL approach.
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ABSTRACT
TITLE : THE EFFECT OF EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION BY USING PHRASE STRUCTURE
RULES ON ACQUISITION OF NOUN CLAUSES
AUTHOR : PALIDA CHAIYAPHO
DEGREE : MASTER OF ARTS
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ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. SUPATH KOOKIATTIKOON, Ph.D.
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The aim of this study was to examine the effectiveness of using phrase structure rules to
teach noun clauses. Noun clauses were a complex structure that were considered to be difficult
for students’ sentence comprehension. The study focused on using phrase structure rules to
teach noun clauses functioning as a subject, an object of a verb and an object of the
preposition. The participants were 36 grade 12 students at Suraphinphitthaya School, a
secondary school in Lamduan District in Surin in 1% semester, academic year 2018. The
selection of participants was based on purposive sampling technique. There were 18 sessions
in this study; 50 minutes for each session. The participants were asked to take a 25-item pretest.
Then, the explicit instruction using phrase structure rules to teach noun clauses was conducted
for 16 sessions. After the experiment, the participants took the posttest which was the same
as the pretest. Then, the semi-structured interview was administered. Seven lesson plans,
pretest and posttest, and semi-structured interview were used for data collection.

Results showed that instruction using phrase structure rules could help the participants
acquire noun clauses. The results of the semi-structured interview revealed that the students’
opinions towards the explicit instruction using phrase structures rules were quite positive. Many
students said that phrase structure rules helped them understand the structures and functions

of noun clauses, which helped improve their reading skills.
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|J7

The research aimed at analyzing tasks and contents in “World English I” and “English for
Communication” that help promote students’ intercultural awareness. These textbooks were
compared to find which one contained more tasks and contents used to raise students’
intercultural awareness. 12 features of intercultural awareness framework ( Baker’ s
framework2012) were used on the research framework. The data were analyzed qualitatively
and quantitatively.

The findings revealed that “World English I” contained more intercultural contents than
“English for Communication”. The intercultural contents were found in every unit of “World
English 1”7 while “English for Communication” contained only one unit. “World English 1”

textbook presented 3 features of intercultural awareness. “ English for Communication”

textbook found two features of intercultural awareness.
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The aims of this experimental study were 1) to find to what extent do English collocations
enhance Grade 6 students’ speaking ability and 2) to investigate students’ opinions toward
learning English collocations. The participants of this study were 12 Grade 6 Thai students at
Ban Nakao School, Surin province. The research instruments consisted of the speaking pretest
and posttest and an questionnaire. Three lesson plans: sports, daily routines and giving
directions were used to teach English collocations. The data obtained was analyzed by mean,
standard deviation and percentage. The results of the research were 1) the participants’
speaking ability were better after learning English collocations and 2) the participants had the

positive opinions toward learning English collocations.
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ABSTRACT

TITLE : GUIDELINES FOR CULTURAL TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN PUEI HUA DONG
COMMUNITY, PUEI SUB-DISTRICT, LUE-AMNAT DISTRICT, AMNATCHAROEN
PROVINCE
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ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. SUWAPHAT SREGONGSAENG, Ph.D.
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The purposes of this study were to study problems and demands of tourists in cultural
tourism at Puei Hua Dong Community, Puei Sub-District, Lue-Amnat District, Amnatcharoen
Province, and to propose ways to solve the problems in the area. Data were collected through
interviews of local people, two Thai tourists, and a focus group. Results showed that the
cultural tourism was classified into four areas; a) tourism attractiveness, b) tourism support, c)
management, and d) community participation. It was also found that tourists in this area wanted
to know the significance of the local culture as well as the local traditions which attracted
them. They were also interested in important places and silk weaving and production. Activities
needed to be not too long and there was a demand for a regular tourist shop. These needs of
tourists for the cultural tourism should be developed alongside tourism management. The
research identified many problem in the area due to a lack of development and unsatisfactory
meeting of tourists’ needs, such as accommodation, activities, and interpretation. These results
may be classified according to the concept of cultural tourism as follows: development of
tourism attractions, tourism development, management development, and community
participation development. The benefits of cultural tourism were the hospitality of the local
people in the community and the students from Anuban Lue-Amanat School, learning about
the history of the community and the history of SE-MA-PAN-PEE, experiencing the production

process, and buying community products and souvenirs. The problems of cultural tourism in
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the area were a lack of signs about tourist attractions and the scarcity of tourist facilities, such

as restaurants, accommodation, tourist information center, and public relations for tourism.
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This study aimed to study the impact of recreational tourism activities at Dong Na Tam
Forest Area, Khong Chiam District, Ubon Ratchathani Province, analyze tourists' awareness of
the impact of these activities on the area, and propose ways to reduce the impact of the
activities there. The population involved in the study involved Dong Na Tam Forest officers and
400 tourists. Results of the study showed the most critical problem was the amount of garbage
left by tourists camping at the site in activities such as washing dishes in the waterfall area,
food waste floating on the water’s surface, bubbles from dishwashing destroying the
picturesque view of the waterfall, campfire burning grassed areas, and salt used for cooking
causing soil deterioration. Also, activities like trekking and cycling destroyed vegetation.
Regarding tourists’ awareness of the impact of tourism recreational activities, it was found that
most of participants had a real perception of the environmental impact of the activities. The
activities that tourists had a greatest perception of were butterfly watching, star watching,
cycling, trekking, swimming, scenic walking, photography, camping, and enjoying the views of
the fog. To reduce the negative effects of recreational activities, agencies and organizations
related to tourism should provide useful guidelines to tourists. Firstly, information about rules
and tourists’ behavior at tourist attractions should be given to tourists. Moreover, tourism
officers should educate tourists about the values of natural tourist attractions to instill positive
values. Secondly, the areas for activities should be limited. Moreover, to recover from the
effects of mass tourism, closing tourist attractions should be closed in the rainy seasons. Thirdly,

facilities at tourist attractions should be durable, comfortable, and suitable for tourists.
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Fourthly, tourists should participate in planning and managing tour programs. Finally, a project
about waste management should be introduced, involving such ideas as souvenirs for tourists

who take garbage home and follow rules at each tourist attraction.
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