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Working Title: The Political Roles of Chinese Community in Isan.
(Northeastern Thailand): An Political History Perspective, 1900-2015
The main thesis and research question

This study examines historicat conditions that enabled the early 20th-century isan Chinese
Thai state expansion. Specifically, it investigates three domains of lsan Chinese’s political
formation: 1) the intersection between local policy and cuttural geography, 2) ancestry and place,
and 3} the refations with the local authorities. My research facilitates the deeper understanding
of the relationship between lsan Chinese’s successful settlement and the contemporary rise of
Chinese economic power today.

Unlike the several migration waves from Southern China to the Thai port cities, Isan
Chinese migration was not primarily motivated by international trade. The Isan Chinese rather

relocated to the That Northeastern region through both the state deployment to create a buffer



sone between central Thai and Laos, and voluntary resettlement in search for better life
opportunities.

However, as the threat of Western colonization spread atl over Asia in the 19th century,
the Thai government was forced to quickly develop their own internal land transportation system
in order to secure Samese territory from French and British encroachment. Westerners and
Chinese merchant class dominated the economy 11 the nineteenth century, especially with the
exportation of rice. The accommodation between Thai and Chinese historically depended in part
on the changing econornic and political interests and perspectives of the Thai monarchs and
others in the ruling group. Also relevant were the roles assigned to the Chinese at various times,
eg, in the nineteenth century, that of tax farmers. Under the tax farming system, private
individuals were sold the right to collect taxes at a price below the actual value of the taxes.

This resutted in the opening up of peripheral regions, their connection with Bangkok, and

the further dispersion of the Chinese community into Northeastern Thailand, a buffer zone
between Bangkok-ruled Central Region and the less directly controlled Lao polities of the Mekong.
This research explores on how international politics stimulated the geographical expansion of the
Chinese community in Isan, and how it involved international relations between Thailand and
China in the present time.

| hypothesize that successful intergenerational succession has not so much depended on
the individual attributes of incumbents and successors but on the Buddhism sodiety that allow
Chinese people unable to be the part of the political power in which they operate until today.
This research proposal focuses on the Chinese diaspora in Southeast Asia, with particutar emphasis
on the Chinese of Thailand (Sino-Thai) and the role of the local politics of the Chinese community
businesses which have served as their hadrock. The Chinese community in fsan could dates back
to the late eighteenth century duting age of modernization the reign of the fifth of Chakri lking,
King Chulalongkorn that was emersed along with the railways network that was established since
£900. This study will emphasize on how Chinese dorinated over Isan region, and enable 1o adapt
until now. Despite the ostensible success of assimilation palicies of Thai governments, from 1912
onwards, Sino- Thais continue 1o constitute a very distinct component of the population,
effectively operating and existing within their own, largety endogarmous, networks, especially in
the field of business and polity. Part of the reason for that is that the Chinese community
continues to dominate certain sectors of the community enhancing economy in certain region,

namely. Nakorn Rachasima(Korat), Ubon Rachatani, Udon Tani, and Khonkane where the Chinese




&

compunity are concentrated. Most of the studies on the relationships between Chinese
community and the current China are more Bangkok centric rather than regional studies, it
overlooked the local Chinese community espedially in the Northeastern Thailand. This study will
focus on the development of the Chinese community in lsan region through history that serve
the current Chinese expansion over the Mekhong region.

Since 1980 onward, The Chinese economic reform (P FFHO brought China economic
 significantly advancing. Before Mao’s central goal was 1o make China’s economy relatively self-
sufficient. Private enterprises and foreign-invested firms were generaltly barred.Mao’s policies kept
the economy stagnant, inefficient and isolated from the global economy. The centrally planned
economy not only failled to grow, but it atso caused China fo fall far behind the industrialised
nations of the West and the new industrial powers of Asia.After Mao's death in 1976, reformer
Deng Xiaoping led the economy through a transition from state ownership to state-led capitalism.
Fast forward to today, and China is the biggest trading naticn in the world. During the time of Mao
Zedong, Chinese community were one of the Thai state concerned due to the different political
ideclogy which associated with their current identity. Nevertheless, the roles of Chinese in lsan
was positively recognized after the changing the retationship between Thaitand and China after
1975 onward. When they have freed from the nationat security, this study will allow us to examine
she role of the Chinese community in Isan and the relationship with maintand China up untit
2015.

Since 2015, it was the world’s fastest-growing economy, with growth rates averaging 10
per cent over 30 years. The reform and opening up has made China nothing short of an economic
miracle, lifting more people out of poverty than any other country. Today, it is continuing in a
different form: the trillion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative, an ambitious infrastructural push to
expand China’s political and economic influence intermationally, which is also cover the mainland
Southeast Asia especially Mekhone Region that cituated in Northeastern Thailand. Nevertheless,
the most studies focus on the state to <tate relations rather than the socio-economic relations, it
averlooked the Chinese society roles in the region. This studies will cover the relationships
Chinese community that have been playing important roles within lsan society link with the
current China international influence over the region. This study is not just only focus on the local
community but atso linked fo the slobal sphere. BRI or Belt and Road Initiative or the new sitk

road hack back more than a thousand years when trade flourished along what was then called a




‘silk road’ that straddted the Middle Kingdom and the Western world.BRI is the construction of
the lost imperial glory by reasserting and reconstructing its ancient silk roads. BRiis a naturat
offshoot of China’s rapidly economic growth at home, and it utitized past through China’s
historical role nor appeasing its expansionist claims and aims is the economic cooperation. The
lsan region is considered as the part of the Chinese BRI expansion, but there is few studies about

it, especially the Chinese community with the current Chinese government,

The original of the project and how significant

The Chinese diaspora in Thailand has received generous attention from scholars, beginning
with) Skinner (1957), Coughiin (1960), and more recently Chee-Kiong Ton, Kwok-Bun Chan {(2001),
Sittitep Eaksittipong (2012), Pimpraphai Bisalputra, Jeffery Sng (2015) and Wasana Wongsurawat
(2019}, being the significant studies. However, apart from Skinner’s 1950s survey, only the latter
of the more recent work has seriousty considered the dynamics behind the community’s relative
success, when compared to other Chinese diasporas living under indigenous rule throughout the
region.

Wasana however focused on large-scale Chinese capital and overlooks the small-scale
entrepreneur, All of these studies have essentially considered the relationship between
indigenous (or colonial) authority and the rigrants and the level of assimilation permitted or
sought. ‘Assimilation’ is a catch all word for two types of migrant integration: acculturation and
assimilation. Acculturation is the adoption of certain key characteristics of the host community’s
culture; assimilation is a more complete abscrption into the poputation, particutarly through in-
termariage so that ethnic distinction is no tonger clear and 7
not recognized.

In a paper examining hoth, Tan Chee-Beng (2004) considered the factors behind the varying
degrees of assimitation of Chinese in different Southeast Asian societies. His example of the Sino-
Thai is inaccurate however in ascribing a greater level of assimilation to the Thai than is actually
the case. He does not consider the nature of their economic activity as a permanent barrier, and
in my view a deliberate one, to more comptete assimitation. Danny Unger evaluated the power
of social capitat in sectors dominated by the Sino-Thai population but his focus was on large firms
(Unger, 1998). Only by exploring the individual histories of the smaller Sino-That establishments
which sustain the market community wilt the history of their acculturation, adaptation, the
relations between members of the community, of different Chinese speech groups, and
relationship with the indigenous suthorities be more fully explained. Skinner’s famous study
linking potity with social structure in Thailand is also retevant; however rather than supplying an




index to modernization, in this urban and foreign context, the market serves to sustain their safe
distance from full assimilation (Skinner, 1965-66). Despite its importance, no academic micro-
historical study has been made of lsan region, and there is no connectivity with Chinese in the
fsan region,

Thesis Timetable

2023

1. Term One (Sep-Dec): Preparatory year;collecting/reviewing secondary source and any easity
accessible primary sources (found in Queensland)

9 Term Two (Jan-Mar): Wiiting the first chapter draft: Introduction

a. Introduction of Chinese immigration into Jsan region

i. Research guestion

i. Models of Chinese migration in lsan region

iii. The Establishment of Chinese community in lsan Region

3. Term Three (April-june) : Literature Review

a. Intergenerational knowledge transfer

b. A review of the titerature on local lsan history.

Break (uly-Aug): Writing the second chapter preliminary draft

a. History of Sino-Thai region in fsan (Nakorn Rachasrima, Ubon Rachatni, Udon Thani, and Khon
Kane) on my case studies., extemal factors (Thai government foreign . policy towards the 5ino-
Thai and the major waves of Chinese immmigration.)

b. History of the Chinese community in isan

c. The issue of knowledge transfer.

d. Methodology: Field research in selected areas {Nakorn Rachasrima, Ubon Rachatani,Khonkane,
and Ubon Thani)

2024

I Term One: (Sep-Dec) Fieldwork in Nakom Rachasrima:  Oral interviews; collecting
contextualising

written primary sources

2 Term Two: (Jan-Mar) Fieldwork in Ubon Rachatani : Oral interviews; collecting contextualising
written primary sources

3 Term Three: (April-june) Fieldwork in Udon Tani- Khonkaen: Oral interviews; collecting
contextualising written primary sources

Break (July-Aug): Further field rasearch and editing recent work




2025

1. Term One: (Sep-Dec) Writing Draft Chapter 3-4

2 Term Two: Uan-Mar) Wiiting Draft Chapter 5-6

3. Term Three: (April-June) Wiiting Draft Chapter 7-8

Details: Specific case studies in turn; setting out their individual business histories and providing
3 broader contextualisation to their development, with particutar emphasis on their succession
experiences. Each chapter will show how they deatt with the transfer of the firm from one
generation to the next.

Break (July-Aug) : Further field research and editing recent work

2026

1. Term One: Sep-Dec Witing the ninth draft chapter

a. Analysis and comparison with generalized models as to

i, How Sino-lsan conducted succession, transformed from immigrant to the locat political power
i, How the Bangkok utilized Chinese to mainfain the influence in Isan

iii. How the linage of the Chinese community in lsan associate with the current rise of China.

2 Term Two: Jan-Mar Writing the Conclusion part
3. Term Three: April-June Redrafting and editing whole thesis

4. Submission at 4 years

Funding
This research degree is funded by Ubon Rachatani University. As a fult-time member of faculty,
Ubcn Rachatani University will provide me with full funding for a four-year research degree.
Bibliography
Thai Sources:

i Bnadnauie (2559). UsyIRmansdau. ngamm: At Tinend oo TURIERS.

G| ar = oo 8 & “ <t [ 2 ey g <4
A dendiaen oftiun euATwN LasITEl lavud (2550).a@amunmAIsFUTEIRMERAILIBI
quaswmﬁ.‘5flsmﬁé’]’ﬂﬁlﬁ%’umququﬁumﬂ‘Lﬁﬂmzﬁaﬂﬂwam% Ussaiuiszanel 2550 AnAaus
nanuTivendaguaTEil
e = s o el as L4 < al

e Sendien way W Wzl (2556). 318INNTERUVEIYIN AswasuLlaamadianves
ilosguasmonil sywing 24352520 The Changes of the Society in Ubon Rachathani (1892-
19?7)1@5@n'153%’aﬁl&a’%’uv;uqﬂwumﬁaﬁ'ﬂmne‘i’zﬂ'mwﬁ:;mmﬂisﬁﬂwﬂiamm 2551.

a - o e e o o= 2 e « y PR B ) 4 =

v Lendviwe. 2564 isuduliibulnedamilng duitiedinany A1sLdled/N1IRAIuINIg

Tufenrnaaiaeasiniudinfiadufivu.




o

dind "S*'imﬁ*’m.(ZSS1).3flm'lu%i’l’a{%a&ﬂis’Sﬁmﬁm%ﬁuﬁmu.E“iuéﬁ%’aw*&qé’amﬁﬁwwwﬂmﬂﬁﬂﬁm.
IINeEHTEULAL.
English Sources

Alon, 1. (200%). Chinese culture, organizational behavior, and infernational business
management. Greenwood Publishing Group.

Alayo, Mikel, et al. "Critical factors for successful succession of family firms.” European
Journat of Economics, Finance and Administrative Sciences 85 (2016): 89-103.
Aoyama,Yuko, James T Murphy, Susan Hanson (edis.) Key Concepts in Economic Geography
(London: Sage, 2011)

Braithwaite, D. O., Suter, E. A, & Floyd, K (Eds.). (2017). Engaging theories in family
communication: Multiple perspectives. Routledge.

Bruce, T. R. “The Sole of a Nation: The Emergence and Development of Thailand's Shoe
Industry 1855-1997." Diss. University of London, School of Oriental and African Studies, 2015
Berent, M., Uhlaner, L., Gibcus, P, & Timmermans, N. (2009). The Relationship between
Successor, Planning Characteristics, and the Transfer Process on Post-Transfer Profitability in
SMEs. _

Bun, Chan Kwok, and Tong Chee Kiong. "Rethinking assimilation and ethnicity: The Chinese in
Thaitand.” International Migration Review 27.1 (1993): 140-168.

Chan, K. B. (2000). Chinese Business Networks: State, Economy and Culture. Prentice Hall,
Pearson Education Asia Pte. Ltd..

Clark, Gordon L. Maryann P. Feldman, Meric S. Gertler, Dariusz Wwojcik (eds.) The New Oxford
Handbook of Ecoriomic Geography {Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018)

Coushlin, R. J.

_ Double identity: The Chinese in Modern Thailand (HK: Hong Kong University Press,

1960)

- “The Status of the Chinese Minority in Thailand’ Pacific Affairs, Vol, 25, No. 4 (Dec.,

1952), pp. 378-389

- “The Chinese in Bangkok: A Commercial-Otiented Minority” American Sociological

Review, Vol. 20, No. 3 (Jun,, 1955), pp. 311-316

Csizmadia, P., Makd, €, & Heidrich, B. (2016). ‘Managing succession and knowledge transfer
in famity businesses: Lessons from comparative research.’ Vezetéstudomdny/Budapest
Management Review, 47(11), 59-69.

Fconomic Geography Coverage: 1925-2020, Vols, 1-present; Taylor & Francis, Ltd.
Faksittipong, Sitthithep. "Kabot jin jon bon thanon phiapphlachai [A Rebetlion of the Chinese
Poor on Phtapphlaichai Roadl." (2012).




Fayolle, Alain, ed. Handbook of research in entrepreneurship education: A general perspective.
vol, 1. Edward Elgar Publishing, 2007.

Dielernan, Marteen. The rhythm of strategy: A corporate biography of the Salim Group of
indonesia. Vol. 1. Amsterdam University Press, 2007.

Fotk, Brian C., and K. S. Jomo. Fthnic Business: Chinese Capitalism in Southeast Asia.
Routledge, 2013,

Formoso, B, ‘Chinese Temples and Philanthropic Associations in Thailand’, Journal of
southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 27, No. 2 (Sep,, 1996), pp. 245-260

Grant, K. A. (2007), ‘Tacit knowledge revisited-we can still learn from Potanyi.” The Electronic
Journal of Knowledge Management, 5(2), 173-180.

Hebbard, C. (2002, November 1). Family business in Thailand. Retrieved from
http://www.campdenfb.éom/artide/family—business—thailand

Helen F. Siu, Tracing China: A Forty-Year Ethnographic Journey {HK: Hong Kong University
Press, 2016)

Hilt, A. M. ‘A Preliminary Perspective on Kinship and Ethnicity Among Chinese in Thailand’
Journal of Comparative Family Studlies, Vol 16, No. 2, Farnily, Kinship And Ethnic Identity
Among The Overseas Chinese (Summer 1985), pp. 143-159

Landon, K. P. The Chinese in Thailand (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1941)

Koernig, R. W., ‘Major factors affecting the assimilation of the overseas Chinese in Thailand’,
Naval War College Review, Vol. 20, No. 9 (April 1968), pp. 50-64

Kilenthong, Weerachart T., and Kittipong Rueanthip. ‘Entrepreneurship and family businesses in
Thailand. Asian~Pacific Economic Literature 32.1 (2018). 77-93.

Kolb, D. A. (1976). Learning slyle inventory technical manual. Boston, MA: McBer.

Kunkel, Adrianne & Hurnmaert, Mary & Dennis, Michael. (2005). Social learning: Modeling and
communication in the family context. 260-275. 10.4135/9781452204420.n17.

Naksung, R., Plansoongnern, 0.,(2018). Nurturing and Transferring Entrepreneurship in Thai
Business Families. Journal of Entrepreneurship and Business Innovation. Macrothink Institute.
51), 23-42.

Nonaka, |. (1994). A dynamic theory of orgonizational knowledge creation. Organization
science, 5(1), 14-37.

Landen, Kenneth Perry. The Chinese in Thaitand. Russell & Russell, 1941

Pimpraphai Bisalputra, & Jeffery Sng. (2015). A History of the Thai-Chinese. Editions Didier
Millet.Purcelf, V. (1947). Chinese Settlement in Malacca. In Source: Jounal of the Malayan Branch
of the Royal Asiatic Society (Vol. 20, Issue 1).




R

loRo]

Reynolds, E. B. “nternational Orphans': The Chinese in Thaitand during World War I Journal

of Southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 28, No. 2 (Sep., 1997), pp. 365-368

Ringma, Erick(2019).History of international Relations: A Non-European Perspective. Openbook
Publishers.

Sirivisitkul, S. and Wirotwan, C. (2014). The Maintenance of the Chinese Identity

Skinner, G. William. (1975). Chinese Society in Thailand: an Analyticat History.

Simonin, B. L. (1999). Ambiguity and the process of knowledge transfer in strategic alliances.
Strategic management journat, 20(7), 595-623.

Sitthipongpanich, T., & Potsiri, P. (2015) ‘Do CEO and hoard characteristics matter? A study of
Thai family firms.” Journal of Family Business Strateey, 6(2), 119-129 (FoA, FoB, FuC, FuB).
Skinner, G.W., Chinese Sodiety in Thailand: An Analytical History (NY, lthaca: Cornell

University Press, 1957)

Skinner, G.W., ‘Marketing and Social Structure in Rural China: Part IHI.” The Journal of Asian
Studies, Vol. 24, No. 1 (Nov., 1964), pp. 3-43

Sne, Jeffery, Phimpraphai Phisanbut, A History of the Thai-Chinese (singapore: Didier Millet,
2015)

Suehiro Akira, Capital Accumulation in Thailand 1855-1985 (Tokyo: The Centre for Fast Asian
Cultural Studies, 1989}

Suehiro, Akira and Natenapha Wailerdsak ‘Family Business in Thailand: Its Management,
Governance, and Future Challenges” ASEAN Economic Bulletin, Vol. 21, No. 1, Thailand:
Economic Challenges and the Road Ahead (April 2004}, pp. 81-93

Supaksreethiwat, Jirawat. Guidelines for the development of entrepreneurial business fresh
flowers in Pak Khlong Talat Market, Phra Nakhon District, Bangkok metropolitan area. Diss.
2020.

Supang Chantavanich and Somkiat Sikharaksakul, ‘Preservation of Ethnic identity and
Acculturation: A Case Study of a Hainanese School in Bangkok’, Southeast Asian Journal of
Social Science, Vol. 23, No. 1, The Sthnic Chinese of Thailand (1995), pp. 78-87

Tan Chee-Beng Chinese Overseas: Comparative cultural fssues (HK: Hong Kong University

Press, 2004)

Tanlert, S. (2013). Chinese people in Ubon Ratchathani in 1868-2012. Ubon Ratchathani: Fund for
the Promotionand Development of the Broduction of Graduates, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon
Ratchathani University toward the ASEAN community : Ubon Ratchathani Province. Journal of
hospitality and tourism. 8(2), 36-47.




alo

Wongsurawat, Wasana. The Crown and the Capitalists: The Ethnic Chinese and the Founding of
the Thai Nation. University of Washington Press, 2019.

(en) Ysz TR T UM

vhmthlasan1539e mi%’mmsfﬁagaﬂig%ﬁmam%\,!.ax'“imuﬁﬁmaumﬁu’iuquammmﬁ

v 2 o " o woye w g o W 5w v e wed
fmwLa]waWSGWﬁjaﬂmwmaL'ﬂu“LuauﬂiLﬂumwmwnﬂﬂizmiu,ammuimmﬂnwmmu@m
fansiAnsaamssnATUEing mmmngluma“mé’&’h%’ﬁwﬁ'}ﬁQﬂmuﬁ@\‘lﬂmqmuﬂizmﬂ%fuaﬁm i

et duunanua i

ARCI I i / .................. JatinsfaLaon

UNBNUNA  NIRLSIRL

( L2 )




&

wﬁq?@aaqmﬂﬂLaa::%fmaaﬂmummvaulumsaumﬂmaaﬂmaiumum'iﬁﬂ*m
nesnURRLYARINT mﬁwmaa‘quaiwﬁw dszrtiauszanal ned (34 ta)

Souht . AmEiEaEe L sminenduguane s,

B o (21217 R qEnas W, . 2EeE

Zain 05 BAAANETIIL s s

FALTUG oo A O REAASHI IITEQUATINIE o
FUALH ... BN ETUMIEATE oo
FALTAUS 2 By e T STALZ R ARLEATANEOS e

”Lﬂﬁmmnmaaﬂmamﬂumiﬂnmﬂamuwmumﬂmns um’mmaaamwumu UsgdUaudszni
ead (A%h ) LLavﬂmm‘unfsmamwamﬁumuwLﬂumﬁm'\ummvau‘LumiaumﬁﬂLaaﬂ
o funu fail

. Lﬂumﬂgummlwm%mBmmwmwua‘u afifilaz duaas

o, dugfiinrmianumansaiiems az&mm%mumswmmlmmﬂmwmmu
o o ) = s W = w '
il Aaznduiniiuindsamnnineay

. uﬂmauummumumm-ﬁ mmmwmaaauaiwmﬁ Zoq JuminsAatdon

srep = & 4
%’d U'\’luﬂ"l‘iﬁmﬁ"\ ﬂBQ‘V}uWW‘H'\UﬂaWﬂ? Mﬁ'\'&mﬂ'\ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁiﬂ‘ﬂﬁ’%u ﬁi“"iﬂﬂ\‘lﬂﬂ'ﬁ“’iﬂﬁi bdbd (ATIN )]

Efllc

2N

E;Zl 0.6 mumiwmiwaL‘iau”LUﬁaﬂuuamuﬁﬂmmsawummmmmmaﬂ AL
91R15eUTEA eﬁanﬂumwmaaauaiwmu maﬂ,ﬂmumiﬂiv Luumamﬂgummum

/| oo finnuusswaia Edaufiamini LLav"LnJLﬂumwnﬂa\ﬂwmmuamaacﬂu
svriegnATiumIYNne Ty

. SaTUTERunTU ORI T8N dait

@ (@) rl,umuﬁauﬂmmummamiﬂiuLﬂum‘sﬂﬁﬁaiwmsaf;j[,ummﬁﬁ

12

guld

1 (o) lunisseutifeumnbifinansussidumsuidanenns \l9a91n
pysEwina Ny

u" . mmmwa IuﬁiiﬂﬂwmmmmaL‘L}uaﬂaiiﬂmamsﬂnmma

0n.& LEJLF]EJVL\?}SU‘\J'iﬂJEU‘ﬂu‘i“'ﬂUﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂﬂ’lﬂ’\]uﬂlaﬁuﬂiu'\ﬂﬁ}u

Jad m“ammﬂ'mJgumwu‘lum%muqawmiﬂﬂiummumiuuaElm'wiua'd

uumaumawawmmmzm‘umiﬂisLﬁumamammiﬂzjummmm

o THanaRnwkazaty Al

- {®) MNﬁﬂ'\‘i?iﬂb‘ﬂlli”ﬂU‘\Jimm'lﬂiwiaWlEJUL‘VI’I‘J'SNCU”lﬂi laidain
.ol naziionglihiu me Y Sudumsadasuefunuasiulinalmdoiious

1w llwﬁﬂ’t‘iﬁﬂ‘s’ﬂwi“ﬂ‘dﬂ‘iEUE\J“IG\'EV'S%JLT’]EJUL"A'\UEE‘JSJ’\H'S Taigandn
moo waziiprghitiu me U gwdunisaiasueiunue sudSagnlnan Wialiuin VEIERTTY
LT afiaun




o)

= =

(en) fnannsAnussiuliyanindodisuriiingiin Faduluma
naehaieassla dmsumstaiuniyanonyEeiiieuiy Fasoluil

m (n) fnamsdnu Limndy alos

o duamsasUineninuslussiuUE g mdefisuri iyt
suUfEUlY AENETILAMINDIAY. ..

= aw o 5 = = o ‘el €
(7 umamm%mLﬂumuwuwammuwuﬁmwmﬂmﬁms
vaUATUIY ANULBNEITLUUMNEAY. ...

1) ﬁmamsa’aﬁwmﬁwuﬂussﬁumummanﬂﬁmiﬁmﬁ%ﬂmsﬁ R

AULNGETILRUWINELEY

b1 () ﬁmamu‘%%'ﬂﬁlﬁwﬁwwﬁwaamﬁﬁnmﬁﬁuﬁmmmﬂmﬁms
cyfugRaulUT nae. FIMLA ALIDNESLLIUMINELEY. ..
@ auagAdeilildduuiwnimafnurRuiveansiunes
# e, v LLazL‘TJﬂ%@)Lﬁﬂﬁa Corresponding Author HULLHNEVIHUUVBET........ .

() ffang il

L4 () flonelaiiFu e T

L @ fongiiv «a @ LLazﬂmzlﬁLauam@lmammﬁ?ﬁlﬂumﬁmué’a
FNULDNENTUULVSINELE.. ... '

(&) HaNATBUATIBINGY _ _

@ () FinansasuANSnquisnTE By WioNaNTNAEUATIN

A sasuBuAnfidndnyiuiinug ag”lmnmqﬁﬁmmmaﬁﬂivﬁﬁﬁﬂm'l,uamuﬁnmﬁu‘lﬁ
ANULENATIMUURLIBLAT. ...

mamiwﬁaaummfémmmmmﬁm%u ATLEAENTUHUINEIEY

(o) TAIUY LN YARINT
L f ) wnelésunu wasiiiajoRnumdaduannsinendy

IR 3 )
\ultaerrinnilad

< as

BAiilg . ATEUEA acsdaenaniuninedoguanss

wanaimn - Wunisiusadiaed JadunTnungsaudnne/ntnay




H

i o £ o e
AENUREIUIALNUB TR INAIZ R
GEANINALIHHNUTIIAY

AGAN NTLNTTIALE

Received: 26 November 2021
Revised: 17 February 2022
Accepted: 31 March 2022

Ny

PIUNYAN NTNUTION

21156

* pranstilsean, anzigenand amnanadaguasait;
Aa: Kotchaphop.ka@ubu.ac.th

genanians U7 43 adud 1 (MasiAu-Lnme 2565); 1" 68-102




The Siamese power restoration over the
Malay States through the Chinese in
Southern Thailand

Kotchaphop Kornphetcharat™

N

UBINUAW NSENYTIRY
ONORE]

s | acturer of Faculty of Political Science, Ubon Ratchathani University;

Email: Kotchaphop.k@ubu.ac.th



70

oF

UNARHD

‘wmmnﬂNmﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂmﬂmmﬂﬂﬂﬂluﬂ A.A. 1767 (W.A. 2310)
‘Lwﬁwmwmmﬂﬂammuﬁuﬁnmamuwmnnmﬁummmnia
Faulnauninausy mmmma&nmmmwn‘i@ﬂﬁmLL@vﬂ@mmmﬂwm
wﬂ,w,ﬂmn@mmuwmvmﬂmwmau msmmmﬁ@\mmmvmuﬁuééqm@
i mmumimnmmmwmmmmmﬂmngm dalinsldanunalas
mﬂ?ﬁ’ﬂ?w‘l‘,mﬁmwmm@ﬂm'a"Lmﬂq'@mmuifwmmumwammmLﬂu‘wm
mmmwmu,mmm‘aﬁumm@ﬂmqummu‘inﬂummaumu Aunanny
TEnga “11nA” SusananadnAnlunsrLANNaT mw@‘lmmqwﬁlﬂ
iummﬂLmvﬂmﬂmmmwmmmqmarmaﬂummmuma LnANHIA
3mmzﬁmquﬁuwuﬁa‘sm%ﬂmwﬂuguanmqmqmmwmuqﬁnmtm@m
g2y AN TZAUENLNATBINTLNN IMHaANLARNTHAE

Fndnday:  ANLANMINAE, TR, NNTTANAUABUTA, VB

1

WIUNUAW nsiwysSag
2156




71

Abstract

Afier the fall of Ayutthaya Kingdom in 1767 ., it marked as a
transition period for Siam. The collapsed of the Ayutthaya Kingdom caused
the kingdom be divided into several independent states, the new Siam's
leader must first reunite the kingdem in order o bring peace and secutity
through military campaign by eliminating or limiting the local lords' power
that emerged after political turbulence. Siarnese leaders used the “Chinese”
group as a key player to secure peace and order among the local lords,
especially in Southern Thailand. The Chinsse were able 10 gain power and
stepped up to play a potitical role in the Malay peninsula under the patronage
systerm of Siamese court. This article will analyze the relationship between
Chinese community and Siam i securing the Northern Malay Peninsula

after the fall of Ayutthaya.

Keyword: Malay Peninsula, Chinese, Centralization, Local

”

YIBNEAT NSHAUTIE

2NN




& o = T Ay T S T S g TR O R vy
EpIE I T TR SE T T

- %‘F : ‘h_i = ‘c: ::T‘j.-—“r = ﬁ‘f‘ﬁ? :
e TUMLER AU B RE U

“Tre 5 punditpatanasilpa Institute acaderic Article Mational Gonferenca (E.nrﬁ BRI —ANCY
=4 e [ LF e
Y g = T [ RSH Yy Bl £ fesy O e ) R e e 0T o I
LRI T ILE PR E B TR S SR TR D
) - wF | or = é;:,r . & ",:,_; w 7
gt )

ik v N L n " [ .t T
4 Bunditpatanasiipa Instltuie international Confarence on Research i Culture and Educationy

T

B

i .',-3“...!

u Snandsunndalings drneiied JwdRWN

SpNanT NIWIIL

us)

VRISE

J




%
¥
v

“epiAtaRs LA S fdf ’LJ*" B :sPI"HilFr_.-\t:l GE 202 | !

73

Siam aﬁd if \,.J,er d Policy T Toward

the Creat Power inn 19" Cen 1&1111,
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Abstract

The purpose of this article is fo examing how Slamese nati aral cultural policy was
usad to manage impatial groat powars during the earty stages of nation- buiiding in the 19"
ceptury through culwural items, and tradional performance to change European perceptions

3

towasds Siam, This article examings how Siamese elite used culiural hertage a3 a formy national

[

“Hranding” during the haight of Eurogezn imperiatism in the region. The paper uses a mix of

vethods, including n-depth interview and exarnination of his rerieal decuments, journal, and

3

relsted papers, The paper also uges the concept of soft power, first intraduced by Joseph Nye,
+a undersiand the sccomplishrnents of Siarmese alite in the 19th century, Paper’s findings suggest

that the effectivensss of soft powier cannot he ssocizted with assthetic art and culturs alone

o

ut also hard povesr. The result of the cultural policy during the 19th century depicts Sizm falled

to reimage a nation becsuse i Lacks understanding of a warld trend implemant the use of

_‘g

cuinral policy a3 & sath power.

Keyword 1 5oft power, Colonization, Yésstarnization, At Reform, Cultural Diplomasy

Introduction

I #he 16% century, Britain and Francz weare the Western powers whose rnain objactives

sre o expond its influgnce and pawer aver Southesst Asia kingdoms for commarcial gain,
especiaily praduction o distribuion. b pori_antty, China was the supeypower of Asiz, a country that
is eccgm‘#d by smakl Asian cities. If the westemn was able to access to China, it woud have

conirol almost sl of Asia’s srnaller states, so the two coloniste tried 10 compete for & way o reach
ChinalKrairoek Nana, 2012}, Siam integraled [ inio the coloniat woild econory after the signing of
the Bowring Traaty, changed Siam’s szonomy i warious weye, such ag, limitation oFlocel lord or
elit= groups that monepalized many products, Tre tresty elevated Siam economic into © ODENING

the markedKrairoek Mana, 2012) it allows Sam to coopera ved with the western power and able

to exploit the lecal lord, such as, Sritish forestry business in Lan Na region (NorthernThaitand )

Western imperial powars such a5 Great Dritain, France, and the United tates, which

scught fo aggressively expand their influence eround the word, nat just econarmically but aleo

rilitarily, China stowdy lost s politicat status ax a rajor povver sfter its conflict with Great Britam

v AL

sansidered the China

in the Opiurn \Wars (1842 and 1858), Meanwhite, Siam, which had always

. \ R 2
cier oe, whor Yachsthard wriversis W

sl - tomcanes pagcwanth u
£ sErepag s LABNUAT NTWATIN -
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over-ordship through the Chinese teibute systern. began o pivot w the Western Westphatian

r1 =nded fts tibusarny relationship during the reign of King Mongkut (Rama MY in 1853
iSkinner, 1889} Siamess king and alites were increasing under pressure after thay witness2d
its neighbors be cotanized by Europsan paswers, especiatiy France and the British Empire.
The threat of colonial encraachment fors =l Siamn to referm its political stracture, becoming
‘nereasingly Furopeanized in the process hw adopting European coqventions of map Maiing,
regicgnal governance, and even cultural reform, The cutburat reform rneans the adaptation of
VWestern art that emphasize n reality style wehich will descrine in this paper, Amassive naticn-tsuitch

,

ing project has finaily i Aitiated o modemize the country OMinichatut, 2009 X
However, European perceptinns rowmrds Slam were targely negative at the Hme=,

They perceived Sam 3 < uncivilized. The English trader D £ Malloch (1252) verote in one of i

J ipurnals hoge that the Brtish influence will bring a big changz t 2 Siarn socier

Tre Erench rissienary Jean-Baptise £ Dalizgoly, in Desaription du Reyaurne Thai (Description

~f $ha Thai Kingoom) (18504, tiewise laoved down on the way of (ife of the Samese aople.

“ They never used foik or spoon to ext their rmeal, Oniy their bare hands, Thay even
J

shared the same soup Dowls or water cUpe”

The journats of foreigners dving ir Siarn during 19tn century eve that many saw Sam
as 5m undvilized saciety, This perception cousied with the fear of colonizstion inspired Samess
elites to rebrand the country using thair culbural heritags, in the middle © of 195h century, Siam
was nnt wel an mdustratized rountry, anc its military Technologies wers autdated. Sam could

et Gitize the hard milisary power 2zainst SUropezn imperiatisra. Instead, it iad to turn towards

#s cultaral heritags.

The purpose of this study iz 12 un derstand and analyses how Sfamese elites applizd

cuttural golicy as soft powsr intermaticnalize thelr political stalus on the world stage where

‘rnperiat powers were dominant, | This srticle atso studies how Thal elites wiilized cultural policy
through art and cutture not anly @ change the negative perspective of ELropsan toveards Siam
but also sase tensions and avoid confrontation in Asia.

Matha dotogy

The paper relies on inserpretive qualitative method dolagy based on decurmentany research
and theoretical framework. in addition, this paper Uses GeTsa aral interiew with spacialists on Thal

traditonzl performance snd docarnentznan, such as Drburst Jonpda, Assistznt 1o the President,

bu*cm atanasiypa instituts 2nd Sorurnentarian Aneak Navigamol who studies sbout late 1%9h
L . oo . .
Atdry documents, in ordarTo 3N & betrer understanding of the qultural peactices of the tirpe?
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Resulis
The culturat palicy invoived indirectly by or through combination dipiomade ausnerities
of 2 state, wiich are focused at the prometion of foreign policy interasts of this state in the

realm of cultural policy, itbased an outtural excnange with ather l'_fo*eign} ctates, is an important

part of diplemacy in our days(Fajtinka. 2014). Cuttural digtomacy can include the following main

activities: zssisting cultural subjects in the distribution of national culture and cultural identity,
such as promaoting dissemination of the national languags of the sending state in the re ceiving
state , its main purpose supparting and keeping up contacts with the diplomatic Target country.
However, the struciure, as well as the averatl ir\ze'nsi'ty of the cultural-diplomatic activities may

wary, depending on the state and its forein poliny priorities and amoitions.

The form (._ul dral palicy could be trazed Lack hefore 19th century that soms

Eurnpean countres J”tt‘iﬂ'\j‘ir"' to use this palicy to dominance others. Date ba ckin tate 17

centuny, Kina Louis X1V of the French Empire n nac send diploratic mission in ordsr to estalished
relatianship between fyudhaya court znd French in crder to gain economic power in Southeast
Agian region, The missionaries anel ambassadors were present to Ayudhaya, a capitai city and

major port city of Stam during the reign of King Narail 1556-1668), French used cultural polcy
thraugh religion, King Loius XIV of French considerad Siam as a springboard to spread Christianty
throush ovar Asia, On e other ha d. Christianity is targeted of colonialism becauss princp ple

of the religion was used to justify the actions of the colonialist {Lackhart, 2003) to nferfen

T
o
s
[§}

darnestic politics, French used religion o con rert That efites to Christianity and in exchanging of
Curops=an technologies and sdience to pursue, such a5 warfare and novation G the Thai king
try allow themn ta infiltrate and interfere the Siamese court tecuse when if they could pursus

interest 7o the King through culture, it will support the French to control the king and loczl

A—

polites {igure 1 & 2L

Fgure 1 Selze of Banghok, Vichat Prasit Fort Figure 2 The Prench’s Vichal Prasit Fort |
that buitt by French et 55U ramaned uptl today |
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The otigins of madam cultural diglomacy are aszociated with the establishment of the
frst specialized cutturai-diplomatic institutions that began ta appaar in 19th century. Ag the very
first institution of this kind may be considersd Alliance Frangzise founcdad on the initative of
a French diptoraat P, Cambon in Paris n 1283 that opened its Arst foreign hranch that focus on

promoting French language s aboard. Pancradio, 20 07

Afrer the frst world war the UK the British Coungl was faunded on the initiative of

.,#
&
Led
=
=
-
]
fal
-
il
&

ion of this institution was motivated largely oy the desie ta foster British “cutiural

crapaganda” o counteract Garman Srops szanca, pardcuiady in the statzs of Latio Amaricaand the

e

Aiddle Fast, Sirmilar reasons ted ta the foundstion of a spec islized section for cultural diplomacy
frssion of Cultwrst Retations at tneld, 5. Department of State in 1938, which was prompted largely
my the UL 5, Presidant E.D Boosevelt's decision w cacrdinaze and pramote the develapment ot
cultursl relations with Latin American catntries to counter balance growing influence of fascist

idenlogy {Sablosky. 2003 3

H

The idea cutiural diptomacy was Arsy describe during the second waorld war, Trom the

work of Harvard poifticat scizntist Joseph Nye {19971 wino reters 1o it as the ability to atract other

state to without cosrdon, The ability to persuade shrough cuiture, values sna ideas, &5 opposed
o mitiary might, is called soft power. Saft power irvolves the use of ideas, values, fradidons

snd ofher aspects of cutture to stiract oihers fa follow your policies, Art and cutture <an chenge
the way people think, fest <nd behave, Mesnwhile, according ta Rye {15971 Harg power 's the

nower of coerdion by fordng from either indirect or direct ©o the subjectibhys 2004). During 19th

cantury, the British failed to negotiaie w En Ging gr:.vermm&nt ¢ open s coastat trate ports; the
British usa s advanced mildary supremecy in whiat is often called sunboat diplomacy 1o pursue

of foraign policy ohjecthes wih the sid of conspicusus disglays of naval power against the Qing

Ernpire, which resulted in tha Sirst and the Second Opiurn Wars. Thus, the ouwicome gl to the
donmiall of Chinese empire (Farizank, 19945

in contrast, soft power is the abiliy to persuade and aturact. According to Joseph Hye

(2004), soi power produces atbraction wihich then produces desied policy outcome, Tihal elite
rmede canscous efforts o ma ke seem Siam sppear as a powerful nstion an squal with turopz.
King Morghur appiisd cullure 35 2 ool through & prozass “Making Western” (Westernization;,
Neo - traditionatistn and madern innavation Ondustrizlization) in order to change Westam
percepiions of Siam as = parsaric naticn (Banham & Yensabei, 3016), and stlow Siam to play
a rote in the internationsl politics. Howsaver, without industriatization, it was impossibLi o
a develon 2 moderm mititary and oroblematic To use hard power to achieve thase aims, Insiead.

tes aitampted to e ezte & modem cultural srategy cirpilar T the Wast, using Siamass

it to represent Siarn’s prospelity and modarn state, I this way, soft powsr v/

YIBNUAW DTN GIR
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When set in the context of international retadions, +hiz often called cultural aiplomecy of

soft power. This anquiry sxploras how a1t end culture was deployed by diplomats influsncs

the thoughts, feelings and Behaviors of othere. In the culturas aspect, it comprises the materials

and spiriouat wealth created i the history of numan socisty. O absurs was seen by he participants
s & way to open peaple’ s rninds, but no rely to broaden their horizans, of ma aks nem
ses things from a different point of view, The way in which diplomats talken sbour cultare wes
somatimes more suggesﬁvr:- of propaganda than diplemacy. Far instznce, in the 21% century the
3BC), the word's largest broadcaster, nas successtully promoted
the Engljsh |.anguage: nd enceurazed cultural, scensific and educational cooperation with the

United Kingdom. American soft power implemented through the Holiyweod filrm industry is

e -2 .

en cited 25 & form of soft power {(Nye.l 1900 & For exarnme, the Hunger Camas m OViEs
(301220157 has influsnced a new genaration in Asia, many Using the tnree finger ss slute zs
& symbol of dicistarial resistance. Sirnitzry, China is meving fowards its gaal of building 1,000

¢ anfucius Institutes o spread their culture and wvalues sroung the world, This kind of “formless”

paveer, culture, ides dogy ahd the socit systerm is the part ot cutiurat pabicy, wihile the hard ar
command power FoTusing on cas ccive action others to do. Whils scademics often discuss soi
o in the CoNTEmorary CONTEXL SO of powet zan also o appl‘sea‘ ¥ mistoricsl cantexts as well
This article will focus evamine navs Samese madernzstion of art and cutiure in 18 T century CEn
= considered 3 fonm of soft power in 19 century.

Thailape before tha Eurapsan lmperialism

Southeast Asiz was under the Chinese tributary system, The “iribuie” simply scts as
= formality assodiated with beneficisl © rade relations symbotized thraugh polise exchangs of
gitts bebwesn rulers (Gng & Bisalputra, 7915), The main goal of the tribute syster was to

recognize Ching ‘e gweriord-ship, white local leaders in Southesst Asia regarded it largely as wading

apportunicy. Tributary missions ;:-—rovic;r:d privileged access w0 the huge Chiness markes with

= faverable price in exchange with Sxpansies afts to the Chiness cowt. Acording to Phromatut
£1022). the Chinese tricute policy systerm was based on he & Canfucius phitesophy of L (AL

which means the appropriste way of practice, lt promotes the idea of pasce & nd arder towards
sradition and culture, Therefore, the fribute systerm was not just & form of foreign palicy but also

a¢ a part of Chingse culture, one that was imtended o make anceat kingdoms in Southeast Asia

accept the power of China, Zesn throush the calturat policy lens, t the tribute system resutted

1]

iy Siem accepiing China’s power without force or coarcive action, white the Wngdarm nenefred

Zrom its Trace and gifts to China.
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otchaphop Kornphetcharat
£ 1 i

Address: 59/16 Ban Fanantawan, Pracharomjai Rd, Minbuti, Bangkol, Thailand

E-mail: kotchaphop.k@ubu.ac.th/lcomphetcharat.kotch@gmail.oom
Phone: (+66)89-8144-909

Date of Birth: 12 March 1993

Education

2018 - 2019: Master of Arts: Southeast Asia Studies, National University of Singapore
(3.90 GPA)

2011 — 2014: Bachelor of Political Science: International Relations, Thammasat University
(3.34 GPA)

Expericuce
ov 2878 — Preseid
I ecturer at Facutty of Political Seience, Ubon Rachathand University

o To teach at undergraduate level i areas allocated by the Head of Department and
reviewed from time to time by the Head of Department.

o To carry out research and produce publications, o ofher research outputs, in line with
personal objectives agreed in the Staff review process.

fug 2015 — May 2618

Iuseurmn Curator/Cultural Officer at ASEAN Cultural Center (Ministry of Culture), Banglkok.
Thailend

o Coordinated and networked at creative events to identify new talent and artistic works
in local areas.

e Received, photographed, cataloged, researched and prepared cultural objects for
display for collection.

o Planned and conducted research projects in Southeast Asian art and culture, resulting
in the development of new exhibits and contents.

o Drafted and reviewed grant proposals, journal articles, blog posts, and institutional
reports.

o Promoted events and exhibits via social media, email and other communication
methods, boosting museuin attendance by 70 %.
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Museum docent {pait-time),Baba & Nyonya Heritage Museum

o Serving an agent to acquire data and resources related to early Chinese community
in Southeast Asia

o Codified office structures and processes to promote teamwork and performance
Tnterprets written or spoken material into one or more other languages

Internskip
Sep 2020 - Nov 2020

o TUNESCO- Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for UNESCO
Tan 2014 - Ang 2014

o Royal Thai Consulate -General, Chengduy, China

Accompliishments
Award

o Received of New Face Researcher from University of Ubon Rachatani
o Winner of ASEAN Graduate Scholarship from Singapore government

Project

o Head of Managing Cultural and Historical Data of Chinese Community in Ubon
Ratchathani (under processing)

o Head of curator on the Royal Barge Procession Exhibition 2019 under Ministry of
Culture in Bangkol, Thailand

o Content writer at ASEAN Cultural Center Under Ministry of Cutture (Thailand)

o Coordinated Managing performances of invited troops from various countries in
Southeast Asia, such as Laos, Cambodia, South Korea, and Burma to perform in
particular cultural events.

o Coordinating the first Thai-Buddhism related performance in Selangor for Malaysian
Buddhist Association (2018)

o Association ASEAN Watch Magazine column writer

Publication
o The Siamese power restoration over the Malay states through the Chinese in Southern
Thailand 1% 43 sy # Ligmanaias.

o  yniteusinreriv hlriRmanfmudinfuiiu-Snsy aingmmstiaenswgaru. The Standard.

o Lisa Blackpink and nationalism on [saan heritage sites on September 2021. The Isaan
Record.

o Siam and Cultural Policy toward the great powers in the 19th Century -
Interdisciplinary, Axts and Social Science Wisdom at the Southern Thailand: BP1
Conferences on August 14, 2021

o Lineage of Yodia in Mandalay-ASEAN Watch ,Vol.6 No.1 Jan-Mar 2017

o Ancient city bencath Singapore ASEAN Watch , Vol.7 No.3 October-December 2018
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Speakers

Thailand — "Exploring Thailand, the Land of Smiles" : People solidarity and
cooperation through Korea- Mekhong Networks for History NGO Forum for Peace in
Bast Asia , Republic of South Korea on 11 November 11,2021

Human Rights in the Time of COVID-19: Lessons Learned in Southeast Asia on
August 20, 2021

Water Festival: Splashing Happiness across ASEAN for C-ASEAN: Business, Art,
and culture on April 10, 2021

The Role of Archeology and Museums in Strengthening International Relations for
the School of Diplomacy and Governance of De La Salle-College of Saint Benilde,
the Philippines on February 24,2021

Software Microsoft Office — Excellent Tanguages Bnglish — Fluent
Adobe Lightroom - Excellent Mandarin — Proficient
Vegas Pro — Intermdiate Indonesian — Beginner

Thai- Native
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