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Abstract

The research studies issues in power and freedom of women through the female narrative of
Penelope in The Penelopiad, a novella written by Margaret Atwood. In this novella, Penelope recalls the
events of the Odyssey, life in Hades, Odysseus, Helen of Troy, and her relationships with her parents. As a
Greek chorus, a group of twelve maids interrupts Penelope's narrative to express their view on events. They
were hanged by Odysseus and Telemachus because they were believed to be disloyal to their masters. To
find out the issues, the researcher analyzes the novella’ s plot structure which is chronological as a whole
story; however, flashbacks can be found within Penelope’s past life reminiscence. In analyzing the power
and freedom of women, Marina Warner’s concept of the female storyteller and James C. Scott’s idea of

the power of the weak are applied. It is found that the female characters’ power is through Penelope’s
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storytelling and the twelve maids’ narrative of resistance. In addition, the female characters are set free
symbolically and can be interpreted as Penelope’s world without men. The twelve maids achieved their

freedom only when they perceived their oppressor lost his power in his life after death.
Keywords: Power, Freedom, Women, Narrative, The Penelopiad
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| enjoyed weaving, up to a point. It was slow and rhythmical, and nobody, even my mother-in-
law, could accuse me of sitting idle while | was doing it. Not that she ever said a word to that effect, but
there is such a thing as a silent accusation.
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