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Abstract

In Thailand and the rest of mainland Southeast Asia, although palaeopathological research-
including dental caries and relevant oral diseases, has long been systematically studied in various aspects,
the association between dental caries and the adoption of agriculture, is fairly new and knowledge of this
issue is still very rare. In fact, it is generally accepted that the emergence of agriculture is the transition
which has long been recognized to be a very important period, that resulted in various impacts on
prehistoric human populations diet and health. Although mainland Southeast Asia- including Thailand, has
long been archaeologically considered as one of the most diverse areas which provides the considerable
evidence of agricultural origins, the number of bioarchaeological research on the relation between
agriculture and dental caries is very small by comparing with the other parts of the world. This leads to a
lack of comprehensive understanding in such association. The main question of this research is whether
there is the positive pattern of the association between dental caries prevalence and the emergence of
agriculture in Thailand through a chronological sequence from early cultivation to intensive agriculture
periods. Hence, this research mainly focuses on dental caries prevalence on the basis of standard recording
and scoring systems to quantify the individual carious lesions for each human dental skeletal assemblage.
There are 364 adult human skeletons (167 males, 197 females) from all three different periods (Neolithic,
Bronze and Iron Ages) that are included in this research. With regards of tooth count (permanent dentition),
there are 6,910 permanent teeth (3,462 male teeth, 3,448 female teeth). According to the data from this
research, it is clear that there is no any positive association between development of agriculture and dental
caries prevalence in Thailand prehistory. Dental remains of the prehistoric populations from Neolithic,

Bronze and Iron Ages constantly present a steady rate of dental caries over times.
Keywords: Palaeopathology, Bioarchaeology, Prehistory, Dental Anthropology, Dental Caries
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Hlusaeiiduandesavmiwestunanifiyadufinusnunged Tnelyndszasdlumshanudile
fnanvanelfeiulszunsluatoluna wu TassaisUssrnsmansueaszvinsusazngy dnwaenynsnisiu
wazaMglvwinistusa 0Teluefin Azguameesssnnslusn naenauanviuAsygiawasdIruvse
wiuslassadenamadles sied FalusaedldSumsiantulung Suandiesimin 4 nenssuiinan (Larsen, 1997)
aglsfinnu luvsswalneuwaziolong Jusenidedd Frlusmuad Sireudrddnilasiameluuiveinisyady
vhanudlafeduujduiusszninanzlavunsafelusaduiuosunséednuaglsadeldiduvene’
anwasteluna Tasoranaléin masjaiiudnwninsulseadelunaiuomsmsiuldiuauaulafiuniy
ogafinnszlansausidisiuanssui 21 Tnsamemaduwienudladmansenuaniaumsveansmzlgn
(stnuazAne 2556; Bentley et al., 2009; Boonlop 2003; Domett and O’Reiley, 2009; Douglas, 2006; King et al.,
2014; 2015; Oxenham, 2006; Oxenham and Tayles, 2006; Oxenham et al., 2006; Pietruesewsky and Douglas,

2002a; 2002b; Tayles et al., 2000; Willis and Oxenham, 2013; 2016) ails iJufiseusuiuegienirsvnslumis
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TUsI0uART miﬂﬁ"j’ﬁLﬂ?imvi%'afﬁLﬁmmsmwﬂquulﬁﬁmﬁﬁmsm?{sJuLLanmmUs:mwiamamwéﬁ’qu,m'
afelusa lilewznndsuudamisdauiamssaninty uidahudnindisuasasamenyudie
(Brothwell, 1981) 8nsngUAnisalveslsaituy feiunanseyunisfitiaannsufiademdennuinisvosnis
WzUgnAenan? Iﬂma‘wwL:ﬁ"aLﬁﬂmmwwﬂqw%amsmwmﬂssuLLUULﬂiTmTu (Intensive agriculture) §uidu
Usngnmisalvesgusuuanuduiusseninssauiauinmsvesmsnzlgniuanzguamlugesnuazitulungy
UszrnsdnlanayTusnidululunuuay (Cohen and Armelagos, 1984; Larsen 1995; Lubel et al., 1994;
Lukacs, 1992; Martin et al., 1984; Smith et al, 1984; Turner, 1979) ag14l5A7 windngrunislusiandiuandli
diuiiluiiedens ueenideddrufsumalnedodunanuinaiiferuvainmaigveminensiiduiussy
NSLNEASNTIY UAndUnUhmMsAnyideseuduiudseninssduiauinseimainunanssuiusasgiinisves
Tsaitusgifu daitertosnnidefisuiuglinindu 4 vedan dmsuusamalnetdy msfnuisedunesineaty
Tunalssameisiulsalutewnuasiiuiusuduiueg adussuusaisnnaamessy 1970 (Douglas 1997;
2006; Pietruesewsky and Douglas, 2002a; 2002b) § sUsznausaanisfinwinainnaisuseiiu agelsfiniy
UszihiuanuduiusseninsgiuiamnnmsvesmsmzUgniudasguinisalvedsailuy oinduusununisfng
ProuindlviuasFilusununsanwdesluusinaniiesliadeslasavingy Glnuasaus, 2556; Douglas 1997;
2006; Pietruesewsky and Douglas, 2002b; Tayles et al., 2000) Iummzﬁﬁi”lmuiﬂidﬂiz@ﬂmﬁ%mi‘qmﬁuwﬂu
‘LJssmﬂl‘maﬁgqmﬂLma'ﬂi‘uiwmﬂ51'qﬂﬂ'au"dizﬁ’ﬁmam%—ﬁﬁﬁauﬂazi’@mam% J9uIueg19laenin 5,000 1A
shawmnfana1s msiaiinansinyisludelunund Tulssfiunedineatolusa meldusun
AN IEnI TR UTRILINsYRINsnzUgniudnsigdinisalvesiluy Fadianuddguazdanudndu
dwsudsemalveuazginaeions Yusendedd lusuilazifiuyuanuianudlalulssiduiasusundsnan
LﬁamﬁﬁﬂmLU?&ULﬁSUﬁuqﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁu 5 9a3lan I@mLawwqﬁmﬂmzi’umﬂﬁlﬁﬁuéfumﬁﬁﬂmfﬁwﬁﬂﬂdaul,l,ﬁa
9819n91977719 13UuvvraInNduiusluusundinanseninginieng fueanvedlan (lnglanzniininges
woudons Susonidedld) fugiinianyusn Sarmmileuwdounndrsiunielsl egrdls ilefuitugiulunmsefivae
Tiudsluuiundu q MAndeseluludedlunued wu Ttadslateienadiumuimiliguuuuanudusiugly
USuneangnd danavilouviieunnsiaiu sendnagianasig 9 vedlan Vel uneu wWudiauetayalanizdns

gUAn1snivedlsailug (Dental caries) yihiiu

/5Ty

mﬁﬁ’aﬂ‘yag"uuﬁ”ugmmaﬁ%’“gwmmmigmmawma?mﬂmam‘ (Gross anatomy/Macroscopic
examination) 1NyweINeIN18nN (Physical anthropology) kagviuninywedngl (Dental anthropology) lneld
\3nsile dental probe Lilonsi9aeuLazdufingassaniiug (Carious lesion) vuiluuiidusiedveslasanszgn
Uszrnsluma iuselass auasunnlase (awdl 1) nsnsiadeunasiuiindessesdananiudusiionisld
wWUUNOT U U NNINTFIUAINTEUUVBS Standards for data collection from human skeletal remains
1n® Arkansas Archaeological Survey Research Series (Buikstra and Ubelaker, 1994) Faneldszuuwuutudin
fananfisvastuiinhilinsunngegrielsivesiluisng 4 anmvssiiuddy q Tnenslineandonvesiluusazd
suidumsduiindressuunislisa (Dental coding system) fanndt 2 FeswauszsfiuwiudazdaziSuduse

e 1 (HUNSIUTN 3) Se9a1auINVINTTNSUUYN MUFInTshnsuudne aewiasludsnnssinsanesdne way
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AUNUIYDIRATIUTING T09TRETUN 0 AMUMUIIURIRN 9 7 vt Fedszendldniussuuninsgiuees Moore

way Corbett (1971)

aui 1 Msnsavaeusessesituguuiluwimeisinemnsgiumeuvniginiacmans (Macroscopic examination)
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M INAIUIASEIENIN9EER Tnen1Tinssi ttest iszdumundeiiudosay 95 (Sig. = 0.05) Wilensvaauin
fanuuanaeiueg nitudAymediavield

firag19lun1539Y

Femniinuitedisndineuin sefuiaunsvesmnisinensnssufusngtAnisaivessaiiug iy
fenudenndesiuvield sewing 3 adendnluganeulsyifmansvesUsamndlne loun adediulv (7,300-3,500 BP)
afodnsn (3,500-2,500 BP) wazadewan (2,500 BP) daifiu 3 aﬁasﬁaaﬁﬁﬁwmmimaqmsmwﬂqﬂ&gﬂwﬁsﬁu
wsniduaufeseduiduduniudidy (Higham and Thosarat, 1998) daewai Sdlddaidenuagsausiudiasi
Tsansegnuyudii 3 alfogenan 2 Aufindnvessewelne 18un mAnans uaznianyfusendoanie Seoldu
fuifitinsyedumndunueiiniign uagldnusosnsdasnssgnuyusidusiuumnn fomunuiuansdife uay
nsnszanefveunasunaaitaduuvasinvesiegdasinszgnuszanslusaaioieulss famansildly
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Lau (2) msusinguselidusingng
mefaussufidueiesunsuenenyasie (Perod marker) fitaiau sg1dlsiiniu uenmiornidoulviiugrudau
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A151991 1 LanIsIENsARag1eiuwianaterulvd (Neolithic) 31uuns1elasakays1ed

QGEGERERR 91gsily (BP) et wulasnsegnuyed Sauituud ()
¥y NP W | e wdle 9
NUBITNYING 5,000-4,000 F/A 29 28 57 739 688 1,427
Unudes 4,400-3,500 F/A 2 6 8 | 29 162 191
TANWUNA 4,000-3,500 F/A 7 5 12 102 142 244
59U 38 39 77 | 870 992 1,862

" F/A: Foraging and Agriculture

A197199 2 UARII18NTIMBENHULTINELRESA (Bronze age) huUNI18lATILAE 18T

NEUAIDENS a1gadly (BP) mMsdedn  Fuulasanszanayed Fruuiluwd (%)
¥y WYY W | v wdle 5
AIGER 3,500-2,500 F/A 16 15 31 | 362 283 645
upaly 3,100-2,700 F/A 34 34 68 717 592 1,309
nua 3,000-2,500 F/A 5 8 13 117 168 285
39 55 57 112 | 1,196 1,043 2,239

" F/A: Foraging and Agriculture

A5199 3 wanesIensiegsiluwinnnaioman (ron age) Suunmelasuayed

NEUAIDENS 21gadly (BP) Mg Fuulasanszanayed Fruuiluwd (3)
¥Y WYY W | v wle 57
ULTe 2,500-1,800 F/A 14 20 34 273 321 594
Tuuiiles 2,500-1500 F/A 12 8 20 208 92 300
A 2,500-1500 F/A 2 3 5 43 66 109
Uil edn 2,500-1,300 F/A 7 3 10 190 76 266
Urudangn 2,500 F/A 4 10 14 86 167 253
TAndunus 2,500 F/A 0 3 3 0 32 32
Hrunsuios 2,000-1,700 F/A 35 54 89 596 659 1,255
59U 74 101 175 | 1,396 1,413 2,809

" F/A: Foraging and Agriculture

NAN153Y

na9nMsITenuindanituiivsngluituiivesszmnsanunastusuefiing  vosusazafogesi
tanldlunuideusing neasBeadsd afofiulml Snanitugegisening 2.04-3.64% TasdamitugFesdiduan
gefignlumiiiande wdslunuedvuesuing 2.qnssan thuides 2.905571 wazlanmusd 2.va43 awddu

Tnefldnsilugafeandeyasuynunasi 3.32% (15199 4)
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asludin Snsilunegfiseming 2.90-5.82% TadnnilugGesdiunngsiigalumeniigede wiadusuad
tudes 2.995511 viua .any3 wagvuedly a.vay3 auddu Taeddasilusadsandoyasamnunasii 3.84%
(A57971 5)

afowman sailunegiszning 0.00-20.87% lassnsilungsgaegiuvaduanitiudes 2.9a551
sosadlufoundslusaundvinne 2.0my3 wiadusaeitiunssdes . uassedun unadunuailuuies
3 upuiu uraduanitiudeds 1.5ou8n Tneflunadusaaidiudomgi a.gluie wazunaslusiund
Tandwiug 2.aszui 1Ju 2 uvdeiifismsitundiefianindu awddu Tnedsnsilugiadeaindeyasiumnunds

71 6.76% (915747 6)

M19199 4 uansdnsflunluituwianuvatusaeiadeduln

GGHITPBERE 21gadly (BP) I U Hugiiusang
Tasanszan (N)  #uwd (N)  dlug (N) %

NUBITNWIAT 2,500-1,800 57 1,427 52 3.64
UL 4,400-3,500 8 191 5 2.61
TANUULA 4,000-3,500 12 244 5 2.04

394 77 1,862 62 3.32

dl L v 1 al CY o a
M99 5 LL?IGNE)G]S”IWHQIHWULWW'WLLMaﬂIUinﬂ@ﬁMSa’liﬂ

QGHIZPBERE 21gsdly (BP) I U Hugiiusang
lasenszgn (N)  duwdi (N)  dug (N %

VUL 3,500-2,500 31 645 37 5.72
wuedly 3,100-2,700 68 1,309 38 2.90
A 3,000-2,500 13 285 11 3.85
394 112 2,239 86 3.84

A1319% 6 uanadasitunluituwianunadunuedadiowmsn

GEIZPRERE 81gsdly (BP) 31U U Tugiiusang
Tassnsegn (N)  dluudi (N)  dlusy (N) %

UuLTe 2,500-1,800 34 594 124 20.87
Tuuiios 2,500-1500 20 300 6 2.00
NLA 2,500-1500 5 109 3 4.58
Unuilieatn 2,500-1,300 10 266 5 1.87
Uudmgn 2,500 14 253 0 0.00
Tandunus 2,500 3 32 0 0.00
Hunsulos 2,000-1,700 89 1,255 52 4.14

394 175 2,809 190 6.76
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il et mean va9dnIHluNsENINNalsgaene o dananiluinsed ttest LilongIvaauIdAY
upnAIsan Ao stz dAg IR liltu WU NszRuAUWetusaras 95 (Sig. = 0.05) seurinadeiuln-aily

&30, afodin-aduivan wazadedulmi-adomandu iflauwendeddideesdAymeaifusediele

aAUNMEUaTaTUNANITIRY

1ndnsvaslsaiiund e udeddmdnlunisusdgifnisaivedlsalusesuin (Oral pathological
occurrence) vesusiazasiogosnuin adomanduateifsnsilungaiian Ao 6.76% (mudluy 190 & ansudu
fegsiluuiidnuianua 2,809 @) sesasnfoavdie Faisns1ilugogil 3.80% (wuitug 86 & 91Uy
fegsituuifitnndnwiteun 2,239 @) wesadeiulnlfuatefifsnmilugsiian Ao 3.32% uilu 62 @
N siluuiithaAnwvieun 1,862 &) fail \efinnsaunandiavivvessnsriiug (Crude rate)
Tunguuszansanusazadvgessanan axnuidisnsfiuanmetutazguilouisanmsiiisvesgiRnsaivesiiu
Kaziistumudiy Beswuatvdesantesiigalumunniian e advivlml afed3a uaradowdn anudid
FaguileuszasnndasiudiuresssiuiauinisvesnsimeUgnszeusnizulugnismzugnsefududu 91nlu
adeiiulnl adudiSe wavadewdn auddu

ag19l5Ad Iumiﬁmmn5qmwmmn¢hwaaé’mwﬁwﬁLLﬁQ%qﬂgu DIAENTNINTUININAULANFAS

o w a

pglinpegdAynIeats Ay winduavivvesdnsfuglunguussmnsseninadeiuln adedse uazaly

A o 1 Y

wian szunnanaiusinaaluudidnadiu usdiouirn mean vesdnsiursyinaligensing o dwnarlumuaniie

°o o

asndeUirdinuusnstmnsainetelidoszddyrioldiy wul Assiuauidetudesay 95 (Sig. = 0.05)
seminvaseiulud-aslodse, aodsa-adowdn wazaseRuln-asomaniy LidauusnaeegnsiidediAgy
meatiaudegsla

Fremni Ssanansananldiudgmilouiduaivressarituglunguusssnslunn udeeuiidng
FainuuunauNa TN IR YRsnsIIiuNnAvtestade lulssmdlne asdnsiuurdefuuuuums
wWasuwlanduvinegisdeidios mnafeiuln dafod Ianazadomin audidu guuinlufuiaminisves
nszUanusenisinensnssy nnadefulud dadediSauavademnan mmL‘UULLiﬂLémquLUUL%msﬁumwué’wﬁuﬁgu
uineaTREpUANLLANAsaRRLansldiuhmaisuresiavAuSrugdana iy il dunsfadud
wansliiuanuunnssegsiifozddgmeada demneis SasetRnisalvestsafiuglunguusznnsiidsdnee
mimwﬂqﬂmmﬁy oglusnsiinsiogrsdelios Feustado il gavedin uavadowmanaiud1du uddini s

wngdgnaglasunsiauiuisuuuasanuuuwsnisunseisldguuududuudinniy dadu Faagulidn sedu

fimnnsnamanelgniudangtifnisaivesiiuglutssnnslunuaionouss fimanifidsdugiuogluan
Uszinalnglalldfinnuaenndesiu sudusuuuunseduniiuandafuivlugiiniane funnvedan
oluflaFouiounamsifoadsiliunanmsitefiaeimssiiumuendeu o Auddunuainsiuld
Tunanans (stinuazany 2556) uaziiuwaslunaadiduglan wisdunuadtumaudn lumans Tusendsanie
waalusmaaalannuLd TunanzTussnvesUszmdlne (Tayles et al, 2000) wuin daudinaddeidululufiams
Wertundmie snagiRnisniveslsaitugdausaofiulu d13a woswdn SlAAuTudedamuunndraiuagned
HodAgmeadn winanwsnssuesdnsiaulvgssiuidudulunugaadis Tneewnsluatomin dade

Wisuiieuiuglinianz usnvedlanuds enalenuduldldiamessduanududuvesnismsgninediiuies
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WesUsenisiien iharluliduladefidwaligifnisalvedsafiuniisdulunnituiivesdandafiusngluginie
aziuan 2193eiiUadeau q Tuusunvesdnununsnssuniiunumdensvinig UAnsalvedsailuniuduvsenanta

FeAI59zd A sansInAusEAuANUNTuYeINIszUan Yadedu q Nenalina o1l vlinvesSyienuan wae

v A A

Uslaa nsuislunisulsiunandnansyfivivgniieusinn usiu

17

v DAY o o

ol maifelunded Selidedinlunidnusoseiifirmunnimstuluusiasatvdes So1aasiing
sonsiaszideya faiu mndnifefudilueunanmsiinafiuswiuseslunguiogasiofilmi uay
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