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Abstract
Dental caries affects daily life of school-age children, causing bad breath, toothache, tooth
sensitivity, development, intelligence, nutrition, personality, learning, and socializing both now and in the
future. This quasi-experimental research was conducted for the purpose of determining the effects of the
program on oral health literacy and dental caries preventive behaviors among primary school students in
Ban Nong Yang Huai Sabaek School, Yasothon province. Simple random sampling was used to recruit 52

students in grades 4-6. The experimental group attended the program for 12 weeks. Data collection using
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an interview was used, employing confidence alpha coefficients of 0.8. Data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, and inferential statistics were analyzed using pair-sample t-tests. The results showed that after
the experiment, the experimental group had the mean scores of health literacy in preventing dental caries
more than before the experiment, which was statistically significant (mean difference = 19.56, 95% Cl =
17.07 to 22.05, p < 0.001) and had the mean scores of dental caries prevention behaviors more than before
the experiment, which was statistically significant (mean difference = 2.89, 95% Cl = 2.26 to 3.51, p < 0.001).
Therefore, this study was effective oral health literacy ana dental caries preventive behavior in primary
school students. Relevant agencies should work on a plan to support and promote health literacy in
preventing dental caries among primary school students. As a result, students have good skills and abilities

in dental caries prevention to reduce the incidence of caries in permanent teeth.
Keywords: Oral Health Literacy, Dental Caries Preventive Behavior, Primary School Students Grade 4-6
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