RESEARCH BITS AND PIECES

This section is intended to be a collection of some of the on-going and completed works of academics at UBU to show interested international visitors to the website examples of the university’s research and/or areas of expertise. It is by no means an exhaustive list of UBU research but an indication of some of what is being achieved. Please feel free to contact the researcher if their contact details are displayed.

Dr Anun Chaikoolvatana from the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences is undertaking a 
3 month (February to April 2008) position as an ITRC Research Visiting Scholar 
with the International TB Research Centre in South Korea. The project is 
involved with the development of therapeutic drug monitoring in second line 
drugs for MDR-TB management. 

Anun can be contacted on kkjc5476@yahoo.com
Dr Michael Hare, in the Faculty of Agriculture, has a long record of work within 
the 
pasture and seed research area. He and his group have been successful in 
obtaining funding to the value of 25 million baht from the Thailand Research 
Fund for six programs in the dairy production industry. Since 2003, a working 
relationship has been developed between the UBU team and Grupo Papalotla, a 
Mexican seed company, to produce brachiaria hybrid seed. The decision to 
produce seed in Thailand was due forage seed quality, smallholder experience and 
professionalism, and public sector involvement in forage seed production. Grupo 
Papalotla also wanted to break into the Asian market for forage seed. In addition, 
there was an expectation that seed yields of brachiaria hybrids may be higher in 
Thailand, because of intensive agronomic management and hand harvesting of 
seed from small fields, than in Brazil and Mexico under extensive management 
and machine sweeping of seed from the ground from large fields. Low seed yields 
in Brazil and Mexico (less than 200 kg/ha) meant that the price of brachiaria 
hybrids seeds was 3-4 times higher than that of seeds of other commercial 
Brachiaria spp. in Latin America.


Grupo Papalotla now employs Michael and 7 researchers to produce seed 
of several forage species. The seed is produced by local farmers on contract in 
Mukdahan, Amnart Chareon, and Ubon Ratchathani provinces. The seeds are 
processed and packaged at the university and then exported overseas, mainly to 
countries in Central America, but also to Vanuatu, Cambodia, Vietnam, and 
China. Other markets will develop in the future. 

Currently, research is well underway to select new brachiaria hybrids with high 
forage production and high seed yields. These promising new forages are now 
being processed for Plant Variety Rights.
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Michael Hare can be contacted at michaelhareubon@hotmail.com
